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Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Leading Youth to Christ
Some of your students might desire to accept Jesus as Saviour and Lord. You
should be able and ready to help them. These are ways you can help:
1. Show that you share a personal relationship with Jesus.
2. Express your love and concern for the youth.
3. Know how to lead someone to accept Jesus as personal Saviour.
4. Know your students so well that you are able to discern when one of them is
ready to make a decision to follow Jesus or to make a deeper commitment
to Him.
5. Constantly pray for those who need to be saved and for spiritual strength
for others.
Make Time to Help
When a teenager is thinking of accepting Jesus, the teen probably has questions.
You should make time to try to answer these without becoming shocked at any
doubts the teen might have. Perhaps the teen is doubting if his or her conversion is
genuine because something dramatic has not taken place. Help the teen to understand his or her conversion experience.
Facts You Should Teach the Student
The big question a teenager may be asking is: What must I do to be saved?
Help the student to understand what the Bible teaches a sinner (a lost person).
Teach the student that God loves him or her even in his or her sinful state. Help
the student to understand the following five points:
1. Everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23). The teenager is not right with God
(Romans 3:10). The teen has sinned and come short of what God expects
of him (Romans 3:23). The teen cannot save himself or herself from the
consequences and power of sin.
2. Christ is God’s only provision for the young person’s problem of sin. Why?
Because Jesus, God’s perfect Son, died on a cross; He thus paid the penalty
for our sins (Romans 4:25)
3. Salvation is God’s free gift of love and pardon (Ephesians 2:8). The teen
cannot earn it. The teen does not deserve God’s grace (favour). The teen
deserves death (Romans 6:23).
4. God is love (John 3:16; 1 John 4:8). God loves the teen and has no desire
to see the teen perish. Jesus is the most complete expression of God’s love
for us.
5. Faith is trust in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life (Ephesians 2:8). Faith
is our response to saving grace. It transfers trust in self to trust in Jesus. It
is the means by which the teen receives the resurrected Christ as his or her
personal Saviour and Lord. The moment the teen turns from sin and believes
in Jesus, he or she becomes a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).
If the teenager is willing to accept God’s gift of salvation, lead the teen to pray,
confessing a) his or her sins and b) faith in Jesus as personal Saviour. Encourage
the teen to seek baptism and church membership. Commit yourself to disciple the
new Christian. Pray with and for the teen. Show the teen that you are happy for
the wise decision made.
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Leading So Students Will Listen
“Do my students even care? Is anyone listening?”
Not only are students going
through a whole host of life
issues, personal changes, and
challenges but every student
is different and has a preferred way of learning. When
it comes to learning styles,
remember that every student is
different. Do not take it personally
when you feel like your students are
not paying attention, and do not make
assumptions about them based on their perceived level of interest. It
could be that the students in your group who seem least engaged have
simply never been taught in a way that suits their unique personality and
mentality.
With that in mind, here are eight learning styles and some examples
of ways you might engage them.
Verbal – These students learn best by talking and hearing.
They love to tell stories and to write. At first glance these
students might seem like the easiest to teach since they
like to listen, however, it is important to know that verbal
learners learn not only by hearing but also by talking. They
learn best when they are invited to discuss what you are teaching so that
they can verbally process the truths you are discussing.
Logical – These learners want to understand step-by-step how
something works or why something is true. They learn by categorising
and seeing the connections between things. Help such students see
the connections between different stories in the Bible, between the Old
and New Testaments, and most importantly, invite them to uncover
connections of their own.
Visual – These learners are very observant, typically have good
imaginations, and learn best through observation and
imagination. To help such students connect, paint pictures
with your words. Help them paint a picture of the world in
which the stories of the Bible existed. Also consider using visual
illustrations to capture their attention.
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Natural – These students learn best by collecting and organising. They
love being outdoors. This might be difficult for some of you, but if you
have not already done so, figure out ways to get outside with your
students. The heavens, after all, declare the glory of God. Plan a day
hike with your students or a picnic or even just a session of worship
outside.
Physical – These students learn best on the move. They love games
and activities. I know it is difficult and sometimes can even feel like a
stretch, but these students appreciate games that connect to the main
point of a lesson or study.
Musical – These students learn best by rhythm, melody, and
music. Paul commanded us to speak to one another in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. There is a whole book of
the Bible that is filled with songs of worship, so do not
downplay the importance of worship music. Good worship
songs teach good theology and fill our hearts with truth.
Relational – These students learn best through good relationships in
which they are sharing, cooperating, and socialising. It is important for
you to know that for some students in your group, your lesson will be
much less meaningful to them than the conversations they have afterward. Make sure you are giving time and space in your meetings for
students to talk to each other and to you afterward.
Reflective – These students learn best by reflecting, thinking,
and working alone. These students will need some space
to go home and reflect on what they have been learning.
It is important to recognise that some of your students
are going to be more introverted and need some
space to decompress.
How can you possibly address each of these learning styles in the way
you lead the class? What it is most important is simply recognising that
these learning styles exist and that every student is different. Part of
loving your students and teaching them well is simply making the effort
to get to know them.
And remember, God has promised in Isaiah 55:11 that His Word will
not return empty but will accomplish exactly what He sets out for it.
Keep teaching God’s Word. Teach it in season and out. Make every
effort to teach your students in ways that will resonate with them, but
please know that even if it seems like they are not getting it, God’s
Word is powerful and He will bless your faithfulness.
https://studentministry.lifeway.com/2019/06/18/leading-so-students-will-listen/
©LifeWay 2019
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January 5
The Bible—Our Guidebook
January 12
Proclaiming the Gospel
January 19
Pastors and Deacons
January 26
Believer’s Baptism

Unit Overview: This unit will seek to inform youth about some aspects
of life in the Church, which they may take for granted. Each highlighted
‘treasure’ enables the church to reach others for Christ and grow and
nurture her members. Youth will explore the biblical premise for these
‘treasures’ and learn to value their purpose to the body of Christ.
Unit Central Truth: God equips the Church with the resources she needs
to fulfil her mission and ministry.
Unit Teaching Aim: Youth will gain an understanding of the select
‘treasures’ of the church and be led to value and utilise them as they
seek to fulfil their role in the church.
Unit Youth Needs:
• To understand why the Bible is different from any other book
• To know what is meant by the gospel or salvation.
• To know the qualifications and roles of pastors and deacons
• To understand the meaning of believer’s baptism
Writer: Jacquelyn Williams-Argyle, The Bahamas
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Lesson 1

January 5, 2020
TREASURES OF THE CHURCH

The Bible - Our Guidebook
Bible Focus:
Memory Verse:
Central Truth:

Teaching Aim:

Matthew 5:17-20; 2 Timothy 3:15-17
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)
The Bible is God’s inspired Word in its entirety and is a
sufficient and trustworthy guide for Christian faith
and practice.
Youth will explain ways in which they have used or
should use the Bible as a valuable guide in their lives.

TEACHER
BIBLE STUDY

Word to All Generations
(Matthew 5:17-18)
This passage is from Jesus’
sermon on a mountain in Galilee.
Jesus noted the value of the Old
Testament Scriptures and that He
had come to fulfil the Law and the
prophets (v. 17). The Law referred to
the principles God gave Moses for
the Israelites. These are recorded in
the first five books of the Bible.
Law also referred to the thousands of rules which the scribes
made, based on Scripture. So for
example, God gave the principle of
honouring the Sabbath (Exodus
20:9-11).
The scribes then defined many
ways one could break the Sabbath
such as carrying one ounce of milk
on the Sabbath. These are the laws
they accused Jesus of breaking.
Jesus was not referring to these
laws in His teachings.
The term Prophets includes the
historical books from Joshua to
Esther and the prophetic books
from Isaiah to Malachi.
How did Jesus fulfil the Law and
the Prophets? First, Jesus was
Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide

the Christ whose coming the Old
Testament Scriptures predicted
(Luke 24:25-27). Second, He lived
out God’s Law. Jesus did not just
follow rules. He truly lived the spirit
of the Law in His love for, and
obedience to His Father and His
love for others. Third, He explained
and clarified its true meaning. In
all these ways, He fulfilled or
completed what Moses and the
prophets wrote.
Jesus believed the Old Testament had permanent value. Thus,
the Old Testament should be
treasured by all Christians. We
should live it out as Jesus did, in
obedience to God and love for Him
and others.
Matthew 5:18 emphasises the
eternal nature of God’s principles
for living. All generations can
benefit from these principles. The
Scriptures and their value will only
disappear (become unnecessary)
after the end of human history.

Good For Teaching and
Practice of Faith (vv. 19-20)
God is the supreme Ruler over
all the world. Yet, because He gives
us freedom, His kingdom, the kingdom of God, exists where people ask
Him to rule their lives. Jesus taught
7

that anyone who accepted God’s
rulership should seek to obey each
principle. When Jesus challenged
His followers to be more righteous
than the Pharisees and teachers, He
was warning against being more
concerned with keeping the scribal
law than with pleasing God.

Good for Christian Living
(2 Timothy 3:15-17)
Paul praised Timothy‘s knowledge of the Scriptures. The Scriptures which Timothy learnt from
early childhood had prepared him
to accept salvation through Jesus.
Paul taught that the Holy Spirit
was the source of the Scripture
(2 Peter 1:20-21).
The Bible is a treasure. As God’s
inspired Word it is the authoritative,
trustworthy guide for Christian faith
and practice. What are the four
uses which Paul said the Scriptures
serve? Teaching refers to truths about
God, ourselves and others.
Rebukes are applied when we are
doing wrong or have gone off track.
Correction is teaching on how to
get back on the right track.
Training in righteousness refers to
teachings on daily Christian practices such as praying without
ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and
to trust God (Philippians. 4:6).
As we study and apply the
Scriptures, the Spirit will aid our
growth into mature Christians. We
will be prepared to serve God (v. 17).
The Bible does not cover all
areas of life in a specific way.
However, its general principles
equip us to deal adequately with
“grey” areas. Character stories,
principles found in the Law and
Prophets and explicit teachings
in the Gospels and Epistles help
us find meaning and purpose in
our world.
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PLANNING
Plan to Meet These Youth Needs:

1. To understand why the Bible is
different from any other book
2. To accept the privilege and
responsibility of being God’s
stewards over creation
3. To discover the value of the
teachings in the Old and New
Testaments
Prepare to Teach
q Prepare a Unit Poster with
the Unit and Lesson Titles.
q Prepare to play the song “The
B-I-B-L-E. Yes, that's the book
for me” during Get Class’
Attention.
q Prepare to carry and display a
Bible during Get Class’
Attention.
q Enlist 2 youth to dramatise A
Leaf from Life during Get Class’
Attention. See 2 Kings 2:23–24
for the incident of the children
who were mauled by bears.
q Enlist two other youth to read the
Bible Focus Scriptures.
q Prepare a definition of treasure.
Plan to explain why the Bible can
be considered one of the treasures
of the Church. Share during
Examine Bible Lesson.
q Prepare a summary of the
information in the Teacher Bible
Study to share during Examine
Bible Lesson.
q Secure pencils, pens and drawing
cards for youth to complete the
Bible Search and for use during
and Apply Bible Truth.
q Complete the Weekly Preparation
Checklist on page 32.
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Play the song “The B-I-B-L-E” as
you welcome youth. Recognise
those celebrating a birthday during
the week.
Display the Unit Poster and ask
a youth to read aloud the Lesson
Title: The Bible - Our Guidebook.
Display a physical Bible. Say: Happy
New Year, I wish you success in your
endeavours. As you embark upon a New
Year, I encourage you to include a daily
Bible study so you can grow in the knowledge of God.
Ask the youth you enlisted to
enact the conversation between
Carlos and Ariel in A Leaf from Life.
Discuss the answers to the question
after the dialogue.

Discuss the meaning of treasure.
Refer to the lesson title and ask:
Why is the Bible included in the treasures
of the Church? Have the youth you enlisted read Bible Focus, Matthew
5:17-20; 2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NIV)
from the Bible.
Share your summary from
Teacher Bible Study. Point out 1) The
Bible is “God-breathed” or inspired by
God. 2) Jesus noted the value of the Old
Testament Scriptures. 3) Jesus fulfilled the
Law and the Prophets when He came to
earth as predicted in the Old Testament,
and lived out God’s Law. 4) The kingdom
of heaven is God’s kingdom and exists in
people who love Him and ask Him to rule
their lives. 5 ) All Scripture is inspired by
God and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.
Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide

Have youth work in pairs to
complete the Bible Search. Discuss
with the class the possible responses.

Refer youth to the Personal
Learning Activity A-E. Have youth
answer the questions in the spaces
provided. Ask for volunteers to
share their responses. Discuss with
the class some possible responses:
Have youth say the Memory
Verse, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV). Ask
some youth to share their song or
rap in Personal Learning Activity E
with the class. Let the class choose
one and sing it a few times. Encourage the students to learn the verse.

Read together the Central Truth.
Discuss the answers to the Central
Truth Application questions. Ask for
a volunteer to close in a short
prayer.
You may use the diagram below
to share God’s plan of salvation
before closing.
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Lesson 2

January 12, 2020
TREASURES OF THE CHURCH

Proclaiming the Gospel
Bible Focus:
1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Memory Verse: Romans 10:13-14b (NRSV)
Central Truth: God saves those who accept the gospel of salvation
through faith in Jesus.
Teaching Aim: Youth will identify opportunities their church provides for
people to hear and respond to the gospel.

TEACHER
BIBLE STUDY
Most youth have heard the
gospel and many have responded
to it. However, others still have not
accepted Christ. Perhaps they think
accepting the gospel message is
too simple. Many feel they should
do more to earn God’s acceptance.
This lesson should help youth to
see why so much emphasis is put
on preaching about Jesus.

Christ Crucified—The Means of
Salvation (1 Corinthians 1:18-25)
This was the message the apostles proclaimed (Acts 2:21-24,
38-39.) Those who reject the gospel
as foolishness are perishing (v. 18).
They are losing opportunities to find
life in Christ and on their way to
eternal death. Christians have found
that God has power to save them
through the message of the gospel.
Humankind has always sought to
know God though human wisdom.
Paul quoted Isaiah 29:14 to remind
his hearers that human wisdom
would never lead to God (v. 19). The
wise men, lawyers and philosophers
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were the spokesmen for this human
wisdom (v. 20). Yet, God is unimpressed by their feeble attempts to
define and reach Him.
The Word preached in verse 21
means the message preached. The
act of preaching or speaking of
itself does not save people. It is
only when the message of Christ,
the Saviour, is shared and accepted
that people are saved. This verse
does refer to the preaching of the
gospel in church services. However,
as individuals share this message
one-on-one, they too are proclaiming the gospel of salvation.
Paul said that the Jews looked
for a Messiah who displayed spectacular power (v. 22). They were
more interested in deliverance from
the Roman rulers than in fellowship
with God. In Jesus’ death, the Jews
saw weakness and disgrace and
this made salvation through Jesus
distasteful to them (v. 23).
The Greek rejected the message. They believed God was unconcerned with human beings and
would never become one of them
and die. Many believed that only by
gaining knowledge could they
understand and know God. The
message of the cross was too
simple for them to accept (v. 23).
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Paul said again that those who
believed in Christ, both Jews and
Greeks, found Him. God is so much
wiser and more powerful than we,
that even our best efforts seem
pitiful and silly.

The Message Speaks for
Itself (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)
Paul explained that he did not
try to improve God’s message
(testimony) with fancy arguments.
He focused on the facts of Christ’s
life and crucifixion (v. 2).
Weakness, fear and trembling
described the seriousness with
which Paul took his task (v. 3). He
depended on the Holy Spirit’s
power and not his speaking ability
or wisdom, to draw others to Christ
(v. 4). Otherwise, the listeners might
be caught up with Paul’s speaking
rather than with Christ’s offer of
salvation (v. 5).

The Message Is Urgent
(2 Timothy 4:1-5)
Paul charged Timothy to present
the gospel of salvation as a matter
of life and death. Jesus was
expected to return soon. All who
had not accepted Him would be
condemned.
Therefore, Timothy should count
every occasion an opportunity
to present Jesus Christ (v. 2). He
was to correct false teachings and
rebuke—urge on to what is right—
by teaching patiently.
False teachers were being paid
to tell the people what they wanted
to hear (v. 3). They made light of sin
and helped others to justify themselves for doing as they pleased.
The people preferred any foolish
message to the truth of God’s Word.
Paul instructed Timothy to be
alert and ready to suffer for Christ
Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide

(v. 5). He was to be faithful in
sharing the gospel and to fulfil
the ministry to which God had
called him.
The sharing of the gospel is still
central to the work of the Church.
This is why our church services give
such priority to preaching. We must
always make the message of God’s
good news of salvation and the invitation to non-Christians, to accept
Christ, the centre of our worship.

PLANNING
Plan to Meet These Youth Needs:

1. To know what is meant by the
gospel or salvation
2. To share the gospel with others
3. To be grateful for salvation
Prepare to Teach
q Prepare to use the Unit Poster
with the Unit and Lesson Titles
during Get Class’ Attention.
q Prepare to play the hymn, “I
Love to Tell the Story” during
Get Class’ Attention.
q Enlist two youth to prepare to
share their sentences from A
Leaf From Life during Get
Class’ Attention.
q Enlist youth to read the Bible
Focus Scriptures.
q Prepare a summary of the
information in the Teacher Bible
Study to share during Examine
Bible Lesson.
q Secure pencils or pens for
use during Examine Bible
Lesson and Apply the
Bible Truth.
q Complete the Weekly Preparation
Checklist on page 32.
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Play the hymn “I Love to Tell the
Story” and welcome youth with a
smile as they enter. Recognise
those celebrating a birthday during
the week.
Display the Unit Poster and ask
a youth to read aloud the Lesson
Title: Proclamation of the Gospel.
Ask: Why would you say that proclamation of the Gospel is a treasure of the
Church? Ask the selected youth to
share the sentences they wrote in A
Leaf from Life. Discuss with the
class the possible responses: a) The
gospel of salvation comes through Jesus
Christ the Son of God. b) Human wisdom
and power.

Have the youth you enlisted to
read the Bible Focus, 1 Corinthians
1:18-25; 2:1-5 and 2 Timothy 4:1-5
(NIV). Share your summary from
Teacher Bible Study. Point out:
1) Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved (Romans 10:13).
2) Your faith should not rest on human
wisdom, but on God’s power (1 Corinthians
2:5). 3) We are called to make disciples of
all nations (Matthew 28:18a). 4) Follow the
example of the child Jesus who was very
wise at the early age of 12 years but He
relied on and was obedient to His Father
(Luke 2:41–52). 5) Find opportunities to
hear and respond to the gospel in the local
church.
Have students work in pairs to
complete the Bible Search. Correct
responses: 1) God, 2) signs, 3) fool12

ishness, 4) eloquence, wisdom,
5) crucified, 6) weakness, trembling,
7) human power or wisdom, 8) living and dead, 9) season, season,
10) correct, encourage, 11) myths,
12) hardship.

Have youth complete the
Personal Learning Activity. Ask for
volunteers to share their responses.
Discuss with the class some possible responses: A) Knowledge will pass
away and wisdom will perish. Bi) Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord.
ii) Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved. C) People will turn their ears away
from the truth and turn aside to myths
if they are not taught sound doctrine.
D) Youth Meeting, Bible Study, Worship
Services, Sunday School, Prayer Meeting.

Memory Verse Memorisation
Read together the Memory
Verse, Romans 10:13-14b (NRSV), a
few times. Use the echo method to
assist youth in memorising the
verse. Phrase by phrase, allow
each group to say the verse softer
or louder. Repeat the verse in this
way a few times to allow youth to
memorise it.

Read together The Lesson and
Me. Using Personal Learning Activity Biii, invite youth to make a
commitment to Christ. Close in
prayer for those who have made a
commitment and ask God to lead
others to do the same.

Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

