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2 Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Caribbean Christian Publications is grateful to the following persons for 
writing the Bible Backgrounds Erica James-King and Rebecca McHenry. 

Sharon August-Calliste 

Shaneil Service 

Kellon Ault 

Meet Our Writers

Kellon is an educator and native of Guyana. He has been a 
Christian for 21 years and pastors Bible Baptist Chapel.  Kellon 

has a passion for youth ministry and during the summer he 
serves as Bible Study leader for the Baptist Convention of Guyana’s 
youth camp. 

Shaneil, who works in the banking sector, is a Christian young 
adult who is passionate about youth and young adult ministry. 
She currently serves as the President of the St. Catherine  
Baptist Association Youth Arm in the Jamaica Baptist Union. As a first 
time writer for CCP, she cites that writing lessons for Bible Enquirers has  
cemented the realisation that God’s Word gives us daily guidance on 
how to sustain our relationship with Him. Truly everything we need for 
this life can be found within the Bible.

Sharon is an educator born in Belize and now living in 
Grenada. She has over 16 years of experience teaching youth 
and has often designed Bible lessons and studies for youth  
ministry. Developing lessons for youth has helped her to listen and  
depend on the Holy Spirit more and she has been greatly impacted by 
God’s Word. 

Thanks also to Esther-Gail Fraser for the pictures on the unit pages.

Jacquelyn started writing for CCP in 2011. In addition to being 
the secretary of her church in Grand Bahama, The Bahamas, 

she is also involved in the Feeding, Clothing and Children’s 
Church ministries. As an educator, she finds the Caribbean Bible Lessons 
useful for her students’ devotional exercises. She cites that writing the 
lessons has helped her to become a more devoted and confident witness 
for Christ.

Jacquelyn Williams Argyle 
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JANUARY
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Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide  3

A new year has begun. And what a year last year was! Different 
feelings and new experiences were brought about by the COVID-19 
pandemic. We are grateful to God for the opportunities He provided 
in the midst of the pandemic, to find new ways to keep in touch, to support 
and encourage each other even with "distancing". During overwhelming 
loss, grief, sadness and fear, it was emphasised that God indeed is in  
control and that His grace is sufficient for us. 

I pray that during 2021 you will seek ways to apply new methods, delve 
deeper into the Word of God and improve lesson preparation as you look 
to and draw strength from our Master Teacher, Jesus Christ.

Note From the Editor

The level of your intimacy with God is reflected in your daily 
activities. Take a few minutes to evaluate the depth of your intimacy 
with God. Spend time in quiet, prayerful reflection as you write 
answers to the questions and tick (√ ) the appropriate boxes: 

 
In what ways are my thoughts, conversations and prayers  
immersed in Jesus? _________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________. 
 
About what percentage of my daily activities demonstrates that I 
am committed to Jesus? __________________________. 
 
During the past month, I : 
r Sought Jesus’ advice in prayer about daily decisions.  
rConsulted Jesus on important choices, needs and relationships.  
r Spent some time in prayer and fasting. 
r Spent some time in reading the Bible  
rMade deliberate efforts to carry out God’s purpose in my life.  
rEngaged in intercessory prayers for my students individually and  
   collectively. 
rListened to God about a particular mission, to which He has  
   called me. 
r Spent time planning a mission project. 
r Shared the gospel with at least three persons personally.  
I will pray for the opportunity to share the Good News about 
Jesus’ redemption with _____________________________________. 
As of _______________, 2021 I will begin to have a conversation 
with _____________________________, about the importance of 
surrendering his/her life to Christ.

THE JESUS CHECKLIST 
Derri-Ann Palmer
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4 Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Background to the Book of Malachi 
 

Author: Malachi. Except what is found in this book, nothing is known of the 
prophet’s life. He was probably a contemporary of Nehemiah. The conditions  
described in the prophecy best correspond to that time. 

Recipients: To the priests and people of Jerusalem and Judah who had become 
faithless in their covenant relationship with YAHWEH.   

Theme: The need for radical reform and covenant renewal in the spiritual life of 
Judah to prepare for the coming Messiah and “The Day of the LORD”. 

Style of the Book: Malachi is written in an unusual form. The Lord is presented 
as having a dialogue with His people. 

Historical Background: Malachi prophesied in the period after the exile. Judah 
was experiencing a general moral decay around the fifth century BC. The promised 
prosperity and dominion to follow their release from Babylonian exile had failed 
to materialise.  

The small faithful group attempting to restore the glories of ancient Israel was  
discouraged because of drought, famine and social disorder (Haggai 1:6; Isaiah 
59:3-15). The nation was experiencing spiritual depression. The Temple was  
neglected and some pagan practices were prevalent. There was violation of the 
Mosaic law and widespread scepticism regarding God’s justice and love for  
His people.  

Malachi’s Message: Other prophets preached to other Near Eastern nations in  
addition to God’s people, but Malachi’s sole audience was the covenant community 
comprised of post-exilic Jews.  

Malachi was sent as “messenger” to address Judah’s spiritual decline. His charges 
to the nation came through six oracles, representing six burdens of the Lord. In 
them, he rebuked Judah’s moral and spiritual condition and reminded them of their 
responsibility to keep the Mosaic covenant. 

The prophecy’s contents were the Lord’s words and they were a first-person ad-
dress from God. The term “through Malachi” literally is “by the hand of Malachi”.  

Conditions Addressed: By the hand of Malachi, God responded to the attitudes, 
actions and comments of His people. They had become dishonest in their dealings 
with each other and with God. They were an ungrateful people led by an unfaithful 
priesthood. Malachi addressed the following sins: 1) robbing God of divine love, 
2) dishonouring His name, 3) disrespecting God with blemished offerings,  
4) justifying impiety, 5) dealing treacherously with others, 6) intermarriage with 
unbelievers, 7) divorcing their wives, 8) sorcery, 9) impurity and 10) oppression.

07_YouthTeacher_Easter2021 down.qxp_New Youth CBL   12/10/2020  2:31 PM  Page 4



Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide  5

Unit Overview: This unit, 
emphasises believers’ need 
to live lives which offer 
meaningful worship which is 
acceptable to God. It calls for a change of attitude that will lead youth 
to a consistent, good relationship with God and with one another. The 
unit also highlights the importance of a) meaningful giving of our  
resources to God’s ministry and b) obedience to God in giving the kind 
of service which He expects of members of His Church. 
 
Unit Central Truth: God expects our lives to display acceptable worship 
to Him. 
 
Unit Teaching Aim: Youth will examine the type of worship which God 
desires and the changes that they need to make to be able to offer 
meaningful worship to God. 
 
Unit Youth Needs:  
• To identify worship that is acceptable to God 
• To commit to be faithful regardless of their circumstances  
• To show respect for God and His commands  
• To recognise that obedience is necessary in offering  
  acceptable worship  
• To recognise that our service is not conditional 
• To seek and depend on the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
 
Writer: Sharon August-Calliste, Grenada based on lessons written by 
Justice Algernon Smith (Jamaica) and Cheryl Strachan (The Bahamas)

January 3 
Renewal in Worship   

 
January 10 

Renewal in Relationships 
 

January 17 
Renewal in Giving 

 
January 24 

Renewal in Service 
 

January 31 
Renewed and Living  

by the Spirit

A Time for Renewal
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6 Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Bible Focus:       Malachi 1:1-14; Romans 12:1-2  
Memory Verse:  Malachi 1:6a (NIV)  
Central Truth:    Genuine acts of worship of God renew the worshipper’s  
                           faith in Him.   
Teaching Aim:    Youth will demonstrate an understanding of what is  
                           acceptable worship of God by identifying ways in which  
                           we use our bodies, attitudes and service to honour and  
                           worship to God.

Renewal in Worship 

5) seemingly unanswered prayers. As 
doubt increases in our lives, commit-
ment to God decreases. Believers 
are to be faithful regardless of their 
circumstances. 

God is sovereign. His is the right 
to decide to whom He gives mercy. 
Malachi compared the act of loving 
and hating with God’s decision to 
bless Jacob and reject Esau, even 
though Esau was the firstborn (vv. 2-
3). God chose Jacob to be heir of 
the covenant while Esau’s conduct 
brought judgement upon himself and 
upon his descendants (Malachi 1:2-3). 

God desired to restore Israel to 
Himself so He used the Edomites as 
an example to show them that He 
was great (vv 4-6). Edom refers to 
the land of Esau’s inheritance and 
descendants. The Edomites felt that 
they could overcome God’s judge-
ment but their ruined cities were 
never rebuilt. God’s people would 
see His wrath meted out to the 
Edomites and acknowledge: Great is 
the Lord! In an attitude of gratitude, 
recalling and reflecting on His love 
God’s people can worship in the 
way He desires.  
Sincerity and Reverence 
(Malachi 1:6-10; Romans 12:1-2) 

What is true worship? Malachi’s 
second oracle dealt with Israel’s  
unacceptable worship of God and 

Lesson 1 January 3, 2021

TEACHER 
BIBLE STUDY

A TIME FOR RENEWAL

Be Grateful (Malachi 1:1-5) 

Malachi, brought a message of 
foreboding to the Israelites who 
had become lax in their worship of 
God. Malachi’s first oracle (v. 1) 
came in the face of Israel’s unfaith-
fulness and called them to respond 
to God’s love. It was intended to  
remind them of their covenant  
relationship with God. God was  
displeased with their behaviour. 

In spite of Israel’s backslidden 
state, God declared His compas-
sion for them in a very personal way. 
I have loved you, says the LORD (v. 2a NIV). 
Instead of returning His love, how-
ever, the people now questioned it, 
How have you loved us? (v. 2b). With this, 
they indicated their mistrust of 
God’s faithfulness and their ingrati-
tude in light of God’s providence 
and love. They seemed to have  
forgotten their covenant relation-
ship with God, their Father. They 
had forgotten how He cared for, 
provided for and protected them. 
Conditions in the life of a believer 
may produce doubt concerning 
God’s love. Such conditions include: 
1) economical hardships, 2) tragedies, 
3) family concerns, 4) sickness and  
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Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide  7

PLANNING
Plan to Meet These Youth Needs: 
1.  To recognise that our worship is  

a result of  God’s overwhelming 
greatness 

2.  To ensure that they offer worthy, 
appropriate worship to God 

3.  To commit to be faithful  
regardless of  their circumstances  

  
Prepare to Teach 
q Prepare a Unit Poster with the 

Unit and Lesson Titles for use 
during Get Class’ Attention. 

q Make a chart with the words of  
the song “Heart of  Worship”. 
Have a recording of  the song to 
play or be prepared to sing the 
song. These will be used during 
the Get Class’ Attention and 
during the Commit to Action. 

q Prepare a summary of  the  
information in the Teacher Bible 
Study to share during Examine 
Bible Lesson.  

q Prepare a chart to record the  
information in Personal Learn-
ing Activity A. Have a marker 
and tape for use during Apply 
Bible Truth. 

q On strips of  paper, print the 
Memory Verse, Malachi 6:1a in 
the phrases provided in Personal 
Learning Activity C. Use strips 
during the Commit to Action. 

q Complete the Weekly Preparation 
Checklist on page 32.

called them to honour God. Malachi 
addressed the irreverence in their 
worship.   

Worship comes from a word 
meaning offering God something of worth. 
Israel did not give of their best in 
worship. They were making blem-
ished offerings to God (Malachi 1: 
7-10).  

God is our Father and Master so 
we are obliged to fear and revere Him 
by the way in which we worship Him 
and in our service to Him. If we hon-
our and respect our earthly fathers 
and rulers, how much more should we 
sincerely honour God! (vs. 6).  

Sincerity should be at the heart 
of true worship. Our understanding 
of God defines how meaningful our 
worship is. Insincerity or irreverence 
in worship dishonours God. Failing 
to respond to His love dishonours 
His holy name. 

As Christians (a royal priesthood 
1 Peter 2:9) we are required to offer 
spiritual sacrifices to God. We are 
expected to practice holiness in our 
worship of Him. We can do this by 
offering our bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1).  

Believers should aim for contin-
ued spiritual renewal (v. 2) so that we 
are motivated to give God reverence 
and glorify His name in sincerity.  
Faith in God’s Greatness 
(Malachi 1:11-14) 

Malachi predicted the future 
glory of the Lord’s status: My name will 
be great and is to be feared among the nations 
(vv.11-14 NIV). This could be a refer-
ence to Christ’s second coming. 

We cheat God by holding back 
from Him meaningful praise and 
reasonable service. Verse 12 shows 
the priests’ offerings to be contemptible. 
The priests knew that their offerings 
were poor but they cared little. The 
act of worship was a burden (v. 13) 
to them and this  displeased God. 

Our worship will be acceptable 
to God only when we surrender in 

complete obedience to Him, renew-
ing our faith and acknowledging His 
great power and supreme authority. 
We do this by: 1) focussing only on Him, 
2) revering His supremacy and His work 
and 3) showing gratitude and respect by  
giving our best in worship and service.
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8 Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Welcome youth to the first class 
for the New Year. Say: You made an  
excellent decision to start the year by  
attending Sunday School. I look forward to 
sharing with you as together we learn 
God’s Word during this year.  

Display the chart with the words 
of the song “Heart of Worship”. 
Play or sing the song as youth  
follow the words. Ask: What do you 
think is the message of the song? Pray 
that the lesson will lead all to a 
deeper understanding of worship 
and renewal in their worship. 

Ask for a volunteer to read 
Malachi 1:1-7, another to read 
Malachi 1:8-14 and a third to read 
Romans 12:1-2. Share a brief sum-
mary of the passages from the 
Teacher Bible Study. Have youth 
complete the Bible Search activity 
in pairs. Allow the pairs to take 
turns answering different questions. 

Correct responses: A 1) God 
loved Israel; 2) Hated Esau; 3) Honour 
and respect; 4) The priests; 5) By  
offering defiled food on His altar;  
6) The temple doors, so they would 
not light useless fires on His altar 
and because the Lord was not 
pleased with them; 7) His name, 
among the nations; 8) They said 
“The Lord’s table is defiled, Its food 
is contemptible, What a burden!”; 
9) Injured, lame, diseased, blem-
ished; 10) No. B: 1) Our bodies;  
2) Holy and pleasing to God; 3) Do 
not be conformed to the pattern of 

the world but be transformed by  
renewing our minds. 

Have a youth read A Leaf from 
Life. Discuss the responses to the 
question, taking into consideration 
what they learned. 

Ask a youth to read Proverbs 
6:16-19. Display the chart prepared 
for Personal Learning Activity Ai. 
Ask youth to give their answers as 
you write them in the appropriate 
column. Correct responses column 
2: humility; truthfulness; gentleness; a heart 
that plans good things; feet that stay away 
from evil; a truthful witness; people who 
promote unity. 

Ask two youth to share their  
response to Personal Learning  
Activity Aii. 

Read the options in Personal 
Learning Activity B. Have youth 
share which would be acceptable to 
the Lord.  

Read the Central Truth and dis-
cuss the answers to the Central 
Truth Application questions. 

Have youth read the Memory 
Verse, Malachi 6:1a (NIV) from the 
Bible. Next have youth complete 
Personal Learning Activity B,  
assemble the verse correctly then 
repeat it several times. 

Read together The Lesson and 
Me. Prayerfully sing the song 
“Heart of Worship” together. Pray 
for youth to experience renewal in 
their worship.
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Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide  9

Bible Focus:         Malachi 2:1-16; Matthew 19:3-8  
Memory Verse:    Malachi 2:10 (NIV) 
Central Truth:      God honours covenant relationships and judges those  
                             who violate them.   
Teaching Aim:     Youth will show their appreciation of covenant  
                             relationships by identifying and committing to take  
                             steps to strengthen these relationships. 

Renewal in Relationships

Our relationship with each other 
forms a part of the worship that we 
offer to God. In this study, youth will 
gain an appreciation of the Old  
Testament obligation to honour 
contracts and agreements formed 
with God and each other. A proper 
relationship with God is fundamental 
to all other relationships.   
Relational Covenant  
(Malachi 2:1-9) 

As God looked at the condition 
of Israel, He saw that the priests 
whom He had ordained to a special 
covenant relationship with Him, had 
profaned the holy things of God. 
God, through the prophet Malachi, 
charged them with violating their 
relationship with the LORD. God’s 
commands have logical curses and 
blessings. Verse 3 outlines the three 
curses for unfaithfulness. To make 
matters worse, the priests were  
unrepentant.  

Verse 5 refers to the covenant of 
life and peace that God had with 
Levi. It was intended to pass 
through Levi’s descendants for the 
support of the people’s relationship 
with God. Proper leadership and 

spiritual direction from the priests 
would lead the people to a right re-
lationship with God. This would 
bring life and peace to their souls. 

Disrespect in their worship of 
God resulted in a curse that would 
cause the priests to experience 
hardship and humiliation (v. 3).  
Anyone who violates his or her 
covenant relationship with God will 
be charged. The unrepentant will 
not escape God’s wrath (vv. 2, 3, 9). 
When the priests violated God’s 
covenant, they lose their blessings 
(v. 2), they incurred a sentence  
of wrath (vv. 2, 3), they caused many 
to stumble (v. 8), and become  
contemptible (v. 9). Note that this 
sentence is conditional—If you do not 
listen... (v. 2a) Believers who are in 
good relationship with God ought 
to preserve the knowledge of God 
and teach others His truth.  
Allegiance to God  
(Malachi 2:10-12) 

Malachi 2:10-12 suggests that  
if people are unfaithful in their  
relationship with God, they will  
deal with one another in a similar 
manner. Marriage to pagans violated 
the covenant relationship that the 
Jews had with God as their Father 
(Exodus 4:22). The Jewish priests  
violated the sacred covenant which 

Lesson 2 January 10, 2021

TEACHER 
BIBLE STUDY

A TIME FOR RENEWAL
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10 Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

PLANNING
Plan to Meet These Youth Needs: 
1.  To understand the meaning of  

covenant relationships 
2.  To show respect for God and His 

commands  
3.  To recognise that disobedience  

to the will of  God disturbs our  
relationship with God and  
results in the disruption of  our  
relationships with others 

 
Prepare to Teach 
q Prepare to use the Unit Poster 

during Get Class’ Attention. 
q Prepare a summary of  the  

information in the Teacher Bible 
Study to share during Examine 
Bible Lesson.  

q Prepare a chart like the one in  
Personal Learning Activity A. 
Also have a marker and tape on 
hand for use during Apply Bible 
Truth. 

q On strips of  paper, prepare three 
sets of  the Memory Verse, 
Malachi 2:10 (NIV) written in 
four phrases as seen in Personal 
Learning Activity C. Use the 
Memory Verse sets as suggested 
in Memory Verse Memorisation 
activity during Apply Bible Truth. 

q Secure pencils or pens and  
cards for use during Commit  
to Action.  

q Complete the Weekly Preparation 
Checklist on page 32.

prohibited marriage with pagans 
(Deuteronomy 7:3). This violation 
created a rift in Israel’s relationship 
with God. The person who commit-
ted the sin of intermarriage would 
be cut off, with God disowning him 
as family (Malachi 2:12).  

If one marries a non-believer, it 
opens one to being unfaithful to 
God because of false beliefs and  
division of allegiance. All believers 
ought to be aware that God desires 
and expects loyalty within His family. 

Note that these sinners still 
brought their offerings to the Lord! 
Performing acts of worship while in 
rebellion against God dishonours 
the place of worship and is unac-
ceptable to God. The Lord will  
not accept gifts from those who  
withhold allegiance from Him.  
The Marriage Covenant 
(Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 19:3-8) 

Being out of fellowship with 
God affects one’s relationship with 
a spouse, a boyfriend or girlfriend, 
a friend or family member. Some 
Jewish men had divorced their wives 
in order to marry pagan women, 
thus, marring their relationship with 
God. When they realised that God 
no longer paid attention to their  
offerings, they wept and wailed  
(v. 13). Their spiritual insensitivity 
blinded them to the reason for 
God’s displeasure (v.14). 

Marriage is a binding covenant 
relationship, witnessed by God.  
Divorce breaks this covenant and is 
contrary to the will of God. The  
Mosaic law permitted divorce only 
in an attempt to deal with the  
hardness of man’s heart. Malachi 
leaves no doubt as to God’s strong 
disapproval of divorce (v. 16).  

In Matthew 19:3-8 Jesus’ re-
sponse to the religious leaders 
makes clear God’s reason for the 

permanence of and commitment to 
marriage. Unfaithfulness in mar-
riage is the only ground for divorce. 
However, God in His compassion 
forgives, restores and uses those 
who acknowledge and repent of 
their sin. 
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Youth—BIBLE ENQUIRERS—Teacher Guide  11

Welcome all youth. Prepare to 
make special introductions if there 
is anyone who is new.  

Ask for a volunteer to read  
A Leaf from Life. Listen to the  
responses to the question given 
then ask Do you think Jamal’s relation-
ship with God at that time would  
have an impact on his final decision  
in that situation? Give time for several 
youth to respond and explain their  
response.  

Introduce the Lesson Title using 
the Unit Poster. Pray for clarity and 
commitment to renewing relation-
ships with emphasis on those in 
your class. 

Ask for a volunteer to read 
Malachi 2:1-9, another reads 
Malachi 2:10-16 and a third reads 
Matthew 19:3-8. Share a brief sum-
mary of the information in the  
Teacher Bible Study.  

Read the statements in the Bible 
Search activity without telling youth 
the exact verse. Have youth work in 
pairs and be the first to say the 
missing word. Correct responses: A: 
1) warning; 2) curse; 3) uprightness; 
4) stumble, violated; 5) humiliated, 
partiality; 6) marrying, foreign;  
7) witness; 8) unfaithful, covenant; 
9) united; 10) separate; 11) divorce, 
beginning. 

Read the Central Truth and dis-
cuss the answers to the Central 
Truth Application questions. 

Display the chart prepared for 
Personal Learning Activity A. Ask 
each youth to choose one relation-
ship and tell how they could honour 
God in that relationship. Write their 
answers on the chart. Ensure that 
suggestions are given for each. 

Read the instructions for Per-
sonal Learning Activity B. Ask youth 
to share how they could improve 
one of those relationships.  

Memory Verse Memorisation
Ask a volunteer to read Malachi 

2:10 (NIV) twice from the Bible.  
Divide the class into three groups. 
Give each group the verse in 
phrases on four strips. The first 
group to assemble the verse in the 
correct order and say it wins.

Give each youth a card and pen 
or pencil. Ask youth to write the 
names of two persons with whom 
they want to renew or improve a  
relationships. Ask youth to fold the 
paper and silently pray about those 
relationship.  

Read together The Lesson and 
Me. Have a volunteer say a prayer 
for all relationships.  
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CARIBBEAN 
BIBLE LESSONS
NOW ONLINE

We are proclaiming the 
same truths with virtual 
ease and in new ways.
We now present Caribbean 
Bible Lessons in online 
format for all age groups.

GET EASIER ACCESS TO YOUR BELOVED
BIBLE LESSONS ONLINE IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS

1. Download and complete an order form
(http://www.ccpcbf.org/order-ccp-material.html)

2. Email the order form to info@ccpcbf.org
and make payment to CCP

3. Sign up or sign in at
https://www.bookfusion.com/users/login

4. Go to the “Bookshelf” and access the material
you purchased
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27 Balmoral Avenue, Kingston 10, Jamaica, West Indies
Tel.: (876) 906-2828 • Fax: (876) 908-3844 •      (876) 312-9306
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