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aribbean Baptist Fellowship and Caribbean Christian Publications
(CCP), express sincere condolences to the immediate family, other
relatives, friends and church family of Dr Shelby Andrew Smith,
Sr. who died on Wednesday, September 25, 2019. Dr Smith, along with
his wife Frances Ann, were former missioners for the International Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, who served CCP first as
Youth and Adult Editors, and later as Adult Editors until their retirement.
Dr Smith came to CCP with over 50 years of pastoral ministry with Baptist
pastorates in Dixon Mills, Sunny South, Billingsley, Cedar Grove, and
Blue Creek in Alabama in addition to missionary work in Ecuador. T he
couple was appointed to the Caribbean to missionary service with their
five children, serving in Trinidad, Antigua and through Caribbean Christian
Publications while it was based in El Paso, Texas, United States of America.
In addition to his editorial duties, he led the team that refurbished the
building which housed CCP in El Paso. We recognise Dr. Smith's devoted
service to our region's vital Christian literature ministry. May his soul rest
m peace.
Pictured in the undatedphoto (above) is the late
Dr Shelby Smith (right) and his beloved Frances Ann.
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Happy New Year to you! Let us give thanks to God for
another year, one with new opportunities, and no doubt,
new challenges. Since we know that God is in control, we have
this great assurance that He will see us through all that we
experience. What a mighty God we serve!
It is a pleasure to be your new Older Children Editor. I
am truly grateful to God for this opportunity, which allows for
service to Him and His people, through the sharing of His Word.
It is my prayer that all who come in contact with the Older
Children Learner Guide and Teacher Guide, will not only be
blessed and inspired, but also be challenged to
become better human beings, and more importantly better
Christians. It is also my prayer that Older Children will come
to understand the importance of serving the Lord, even at such
a young age. Editing this Easter Issue has been rewarding and
I too, have been challenged.
The January Unit’s second lesson, Be Humble, reminds
us that humility is an important godly characteristic that
all Christians are expected to exhibit. As such, it is the
responsibility of the Sunday School teacher to serve with
humility and compassion. As mentioned on page 34 of the
Learner Guide, lead as God leads you. As you prepare to teach,
ask God to keep you humble as you serve in His name.
Be blessed.
Kimberly Hinds
Older Children Editor
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JANUARY

Keisha Mitchell - Jamaica
Dr Keisha has served in various ministries and is currently a
lay preacher with the Methodist Church of the Caribbean and
the Americas, Jamaica District, Western St. Andrew Circuit.
Her journey of faith which spans over twenty-five years, has
resulted in two books: Simple Treasures and Black Gold. The
opportunity of writing for the Older Children curriculum has
caused her to focus on the unique characteristics of the age
group. She observed that children are similar but also different. She is
currently an Adjunct with the Southeastern Caribbean College (St. Lucia).

FEBRUARY

Annette George-Boney - Dominica
Annette has been a Christian for thirty-nine years. She is
involved in church administration and is also the president of
Women’s ministry. Annette became involved in children’s
ministry in 2009. She is a Sunday School teacher . She became
a writer for the CCP Older Children curriculum in 2010.
Annette appreciates the need for Bible study and the need to
rely on God in the preparation of the lessons. Mrs Boney is a
Systems Analyst at the Inland Revenue Department in Roseau.

MARCH

Wayne Smith - Jamaica
Rev. Smith is a graduate of the United Theological College of
the West Indies and the University of the West Indies. He has
been a Christian for over thirty years. He has said that Sunday
School is among his greatest motivating factors in the church.
He recognises its invaluable role in Biblical teaching in groups
of similar characteristics. He found writing for Older Children
a very valuable experience. It has heightened his awareness of the
comprehension levels of children. He seeks to ensure that in the churches he
pastors, the children are neither excluded nor bored in the worship service.

APRIL

MEET OUR WRITERS

Inez Nairn - The Bahamas
Inez has been a Christian for over thirty years. At the time of
writing, her involvement in her church included, teaching
Older Children in Sunday School, the choir, the singles’
ministry, usher ministry and the praise team. Inez became
involved in the CCP Older Children curriculum in 2012. Miss
Nairn believes that the writing experience has heightened her
awareness and commitment to include learning activities suited
to the different learning styles of children. Miss Nairn is a high school teacher
in the area of business studies and cosmetology.

Thank you for your service to Christ and the children of the Caribbean through CCP.
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WEEKLY PLANNING CHECKLIST
Timely planning and preparation of the Sunday School lessons will provide
personal interaction with the lessons and help you to achieve the learner goals.
A checklist is a useful reminder as you plan your lessons weekly.
Here are some suggestions for you to incorporate in your weekly planning.
PERSONAL READINESS
r Always prayerfully seek the guidance of our Lord in your weekly preparation.
Remember, “He is the Potter, we are the clay”.
r Think about the lesson often and allow the Holy Spirit to use it to minister to
you.
r During the week, pray for the children in your class, especially for those with
special challenges.
r Make an honest response to the Reflection, provided at the end of the Teacher
Bible Study. How does the lesson apply to you?
r Remember to contact your absentees each week.
PREPARE THE LESSON
r Be sure to read the weekly Teacher Bible Study in your Teacher Guide. It
will help to bring focus to each lesson.
r Read the Bible Focus carefully. If possible, read it from several versions of
the Bible.
r Know the focus of the lesson. Ask yourself: What do I want the children to
say when parents ask, “ What did you learn today?”
r Practise so that you can present the lesson in an interesting way.
r Read the Bible Story in the Learner Guide and plan how you will use it in
your presentation. It is always better not to read the lesson to the children.
r Prepare the suggested visual aids as well as other appropriate learning aids.
Learning aids are effective in reaching the age group you teach.
r Study the Memory Verse for the week and prepare the activity you will use
to help the children to memorise it.
r Colour the Teaching Picture. Plan how you will incorporate it in the lesson.
GROUP ACTIVITIES
r Be sure to plan at least two Group Activities for each lesson.
r Provide enough material so that each child can participate and benefit.
TEACHING THE CLASS
r Observe the teaching steps in the Teacher Guide. Recognise the uniqueness
of each child and try your best to touch each life.
r Be mindful of children with undesirable behaviours; for example, “selfish
Sally”.
You may be the person God will use to bring about change in their life.
r Make sure you provide opportunities for Older Children to accept Christ,
as they respond to the lesson and the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
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Proverbs 19:17 NIV
Whoever is kind to the poor lends to
the LORD, and He will reward them for
what they have done.

Be Kind
Acts 2:42- 47

Be Peaceful
Matthew 5:38-48

Matthew 20:27-28 KJV
“And whosoever will be chief among
you, let him be your servant: Even as
the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
His life a ransom for many.”

Be Humble
Luke 22:24-27;
Philippians 2:3-8

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye
for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell
you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other cheek also.”

Matthew 5:38-39 NIV

John 14:6 NIV
“I am the Way and the Truth and the
Life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me.”

Memory Verse

Answer God’s Call
Acts 9:1-22

Session Title & Bible Focus

Unit Aim
To help Older Children realise that the
only way to live a life pleasing to God is
to follow the way of Christ. When they
live a life according to God’s way, they
will receive blessings from God and their
life will be a blessing to others.

Unit Central Truth
God calls us to live out the example that
Jesus Christ set while He lived on Earth.

The unit teaches that Christ is the Model
of our Christian life and that our spiritual
walk should be characterised by the
virtues taught by Him. Christ showed us
a pattern which pursues a virtuous life
well-pleasing to God. The unit invites
learners to the first step in the Christian
lifestyle—accepting Christ as Saviour,
and Lord of their life. After that, they
must make a conscious effort to apply
the Christian virtues of humility, kindness and peacefulness.

Unit Description

JANUARY UNIT OVERVIEW: IMITATE CHRIST

eacher Bible Study

January 5, 2020

Unit 1: IMITATE CHRIST
Lesson 1: Answer God’s Call
Bible Focus: Acts 9:1-22
Memory Verse: “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.” John 14:6 NIV
Central Truth: Jesus calls all human beings to believe in Him and those
who are wise accept His invitation.
The text describes Saul as “still
breathing out murderous threats against the
Lord’s disciples” (Acts 9:1 NIV). Saul was
passionately engaged in persecuting the
followers of Christ, who, according to his
Jewish faith, were enemies of God.
Saul was not unaware of the earnest
faith and courage of the Christians whom
he was causing great agony. He was a
sincere supporter, a die-hard, of the
Jewish faith, having had the best teaching
in Judaism. His later reference to the
cross as a “stumbling block to Jews”
(1 Cor. 1:23), shows that before his
conversion, acknowledgement of Jesus as
Messiah was a great offence to him and
his Jewish religion.
On the way to Damascus with his
letters of authorisation to persecute
Christians, Saul had a dramatic
experience which changed him from
being an enemy of the Christian faith to
becoming an outstanding servant of
Christ. As a light from heaven flashed
around him, Saul fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why do
you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). Saul’s
response was, “Who are you, Lord?” (Acts
9:5). Saul probably was amazed when he
heard the earnest reply: “I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting” (v. 5).
6

Ananias, a Christian disciple in
Damascus, followed God’s instructions,
given to him in a vision, to go and restore
Saul’s sight. God told him: “Go to the
house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for
a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is
praying.” (Acts 9:11 NIV).
Saul as a persecutor of Christians,
was well known, so Ananias protested the
Lord’s request, at first. God, however,
ordered him to “Go”, and told him why
he had to do so (v. 15).
Ananias’ greeting, “Brother Saul”,
indicated Ananias’ acceptance of this new
convert into the Christian family. The
laying of Ananias’ hand on Saul and the
invitation for him to receive the Holy
Spirit can be considered Saul’s anointing
and ordination for service.
Saul would now confirm that he was
called to carry out a mission for Christ.
His passion would now be directed at
proclaiming the gospel of Christ, whom
he had personally met. Jesus had called
Saul, Saul had surrendered and he was
never the same.

REFLECTION: I will make myself
available to be used in the service of the
Lord. “I surrender all.”
Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Prepare the Lesson
Aim:
Older Children will learn how Saul
became a Christian. They will be led
to acknowledge that they, too, need
to accept Jesus as Saviour.
tLARGE GROUP STUDYu

4Obtain a CD with the hymn, “Softly and
Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”. Plan to play
the song for the children to hear on their
arrival.
4Prepare to sing “God Is Calling You”,
CariSing, page 33. Make a chart with
the words. Learn the song.
4Make a mobile from a carton box. Each
week, you will attach the Teaching
Picture to the mobile. Make slits on the
sides of the carton. You will slip the
corners of the Teaching Picture into
the slots to hold it in place. Prepare to
hang the mobile in your class.
4Colour the week’s Teaching Picture.
4Prepare to discuss the following Key
Points:
FLike Saul, boys and girls sin against God.
FGod desires that all boys and girls stop

sinning against Him. He speaks to their
heart in different ways such as Bible
stories, songs, sermons and appeals,
quietness and Scripture verses.
FThe choice to answer God’s call and
change from doing what is wrong is the
best decision that a boy, girl or adult can
ever make.
FPeople honour God when they choose to
accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

4Write the words of the song “If You
Love My Jesus”, on a sheet of
newsprint. See CariSing, page 36.
4Before Sunday, contact two capable
children and arrange for them to
dramatise the scene with Saul’s
Older Children—BIBLE DISCOVERERS—Teacher Guide

conversion and the scene with Ananias
restoring Saul’s sight.
4Plan to teach the Memory Verse using
a Hide and Seek activity. Write the
words of John 14:6 (NIV) on strips of
paper (Prepare two sets):
“I am the Way/ and the Truth/ and the
Life./ No one comes/ to the Father/
except through Me.”/ John 14:6 NIV .
You will divide the class into two groups
which will compete to put the verse in
order. The first group to complete the
verse correctly will be the winner. Let
the groups reassemble the words several
times and read the verse each time it is
assembled.
tSMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: A Change in Me

4The children will write about the
change that they want God to make in
them. They can start as follows:
Now that I know that God can change
and use anyone, I will give my life to
Him so that He can use me. I want God
to change me from …
4Provide sheets of plain paper and pens
or pencils for each child.
Group 2: Ladder of Change

4Have the children draw a ladder and
write a step of Saul’s change on each
rung: the encounter on the Damascus
road, the blindness, prayer and fasting
for three days, deliverance through
God’s messenger –Ananias, baptism,
fellowship with other believers and
preaching. They should start with
Saul’s encounter on the Damascus
Road on the lowest rung and end with
his preaching on the highest rung.
4Provide crayons, sheets of drawing
paper and pens or pencils.
7

Teach the Lesson
tSTEP 1: START OFFu

• Get to your class area early and set the CD to play. Display the Teaching
Picture mobile. •Welcome the children. Say: In our lesson for this month, we
will learn that God calls everyone of us and if we are wise we will answer yes to
His call. There are many rewards for answering His call and starting a new walk
with Him. •Pray, thanking God for calling everyone to be like His Son. Ask
God to help the children to understand that no child is too young to respond to
God’s call.
tSTEP 2: LARGE GROUP STUDYu

• Introduce the Unit Theme - Imitate Christ. •Say: This week, we will learn about
a man who was used in a special way by God. His name was Saul. He became the
Apostle Paul. He wrote many of the books in the New Testament. But he was once
an enemy of followers of Christ. God had a special mission for Saul and called Saul
to work for Him. •Slip the week’s Teaching Picture in the mobile. •Open your
Bible to the focal passage and have the children find it in their Bible as well.
• Define ‘God’s call’. •Tell the Bible Story. Invite the children you asked to
dramatise the details you selected to do so when the time comes. •Ask the
children to tell what is happening in the Teaching Picture. •Discuss the Key
Points noted on page 7. Emphasise the Central Truth. Display the song
“If You Love My Jesus” and teach it. •Teach the Memory Verse following
the instructions on page 7.
tSTEP 3: SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: A Change in Me

1) Explain the activity as suggested on page 7.
2) Hand out the plain paper and pens.
3) Let the children complete the activity.
Group 2: Ladder of Change

1) Explain the activity suggested on page 7.
2) Distribute the drawing paper, crayons and pens or pencils.
3) Identify the steps that Saul made towards changing
and becoming a disciple of Jesus.
4) Allow the children to complete the activity.
5) Encourage the children to be obedient to their parents and
to ask God to help them to be obedient to Him.
tSTEP 4: END THE SESSIONu

1) As the groups reassemble, sing “If You Love My Jesus”.
2) Ask the children to tell one thing that they want God to change in them.
3) Lead the class in praying that the children will yield to God’s call and accept
Jesus as Saviour.
4) Encourage the children to pay attention to how God might start changing them
in the week ahead through people, through Bible Search activities, through
song and through their prayers.
8
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eacher Bible Study

January 12, 2020

Unit 1: IMITATE CHRIST
Lesson 2:

Be Humble

Bible Focus: Luke 22:24-27; Philippians 2:3-8
Memory Verse: “And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:
Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His
life a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:27-28 KJV
Central Truth: Followers of Jesus must serve with humility.

Towards the end of Jesus’ ministry on
Earth, His disciples became concerned
about their role in His future kingdom. A
contention developed on the question of
which of them was greatest. Jesus’
response to them indicated His awareness
that ‘power’, not ‘service’, dominated
their thinking.
To emphasise His point about
greatness, Jesus gave His disciples an
illustration: In social custom, the person
sitting at a dinner table had a higher status
than the waiter, who was often a slave.
Jesus, however, was among them, His disciples, as ‘one who serves’ (Luke 22:27
NIV). The disciples would have been able
to reflect on Jesus’ work in their midst, a
ministry which meant meeting needs and
bringing relief.
Jesus, in His ministry, demonstrated
that it is “Better to be a servant than to be
served”. Serving should be an important
aspect of the Christian’s life. Service with
pure and sincere motives is a testimony of
love and humility. James attributes such
humility to wisdom: “Are any of you wise or
sensible? Then show it by living right and by
being humble and wise in everything you do”
(James 3:13 CEV).
Older Children—BIBLE DISCOVERERS—Teacher Guide

As one who had learned from the
teachings of Christ, Paul strove to be
Christlike. He told the Christians in
Philippi that they should have the same
mind as that of Christ Jesus (Phil. 2: 5).
He urged them to consider others better
than themselves in humility (v.3). Paul’s
concern was not merely with the outward
expressions of the Philippian believers
but in their day-to-day encounters with
each other. Sometimes, persons can get so
caught up with status and power, that they
forget about the people whom they are
serving. It becomes less about them and
their needs and more about the doer and
his or her ‘to-do’ list. Whether we are
leaders or not, we are called to serve in
the name of Christ, our Servant-Leader,
and to have a servant heart, not seeking
servant’s recognition for what we do.
Luke, James and Paul call us to seek
God’s help in being humble, and to have
the right motive in offering service to
others. God expects us to have a servant's
heart regardless of what position we
hold, and to live as persons who learned
from the Master Teacher, our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
REFLECTION: Are my motives for
service guided by humility?
9

Prepare the Lesson
Aim:
For Older Children to understand
that they should follow Jesus'
example of humility and will plan
practical ways in which to serve
others with humility.
tLARGE GROUP STUDYu

4On a large sheet of paper, print the
words to the song, “My Best”,
CariSing, page 39.
4Prepare to explain the terms ‘great’ and
‘humble’ as they relate to the Christian
life. Jot down your thoughts.
4Include the following Key Points in
your notes for discussion.
FThere are differences between being
humble and being simple or
insecure.
FHumility is a godly trait. The godly
person finds joy in serving. That joy
comes from God.
FJesus taught His disciples to be meek
or humble. He told them that He
Himself was serving them with
humility. He washed His disciples’
feet as an example of humility. They
were amazed that He would do such
a menial task.
FJesus expects His children to follow
His example of being a humble
servant.
4Prepare to have the children read
the Memory Verse from the Learner
Guide. After the children have read the
verse, let them suggest words which
bring out the meaning of humility.
Help them to understand the term
‘greatness’ in the context of humility.
10

4Colour the Teaching Picture.
4Write the following Bible references
on strips of construction paper: Psalm
25:9, Proverbs 3:34, Proverbs 11:2,
Proverbs 15:33. Individuals will read
them during Large Group Study.
tSMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: We Saw What Happened

4Prepare to assign group members roles
as: a) Jesus, b) the squabbling disciples
and c) onlookers. They will dramatise
the story in Luke 22:24-27.
4Make a sash for ‘Jesus’ to wear, to
differentiate Him from the rest of
characters.
Group 2: Humble Ways

4On coloured paper, print copies of
the following. Make enough copies for
each student to have one.
BEING HUMBLE WILL MAKE ME
A BETTER PERSON.
I can be humble by:
1) Becoming a friend to a lonely
child or one in a children’s home. I
can share my toys and take small
gifts to him or her.
2) __________________________
__________________________
__________________________
3) __________________________
__________________________
__________________________
4) __________________________
__________________________
__________________________
4Provide a pen or pencil for each child
in the group.
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Teach the Lesson
tSTEP 1: START OFFu

•Welcome the children as they arrive. •Ask a child to attach the Teaching Picture
to the mobile. •Pray that the children will understand that even though they know
that they are special to God, they must be humble, following the example of Jesus.
Ask: Would anyone like to share how last week’s lesson helped you during the week?
•After the children respond, Say: Today, we will learn the importance of being
humble.
tSTEP 2: LARGE GROUP STUDYu

•Ask the children to tell the meaning of ‘humble’ and ‘simple’. Ensure that the
children recognise the differences in meaning. •Distribute, to children of your
choice, the strips on which you wrote passages to be read. Have the children read
the verses. •Explain that it is important to be humble because humility makes an
individual a better person. •Have the children find the Bible Focus in their Bible.
Ask two children to read the passages aloud. •Discuss the passages. As you do
so, emphasise the Key Points from your notes and the Central Truth. •Show
the Teaching Picture and discuss it. Teach the Memory Verse. Discuss the words
chief, servant and ransom in the context of the lesson. •Display the chart with
the song, “My Best”. Teach the song. •Divide the class for Group Activities.
tSTEP 3: SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: We Saw What Happened

1) Assign the roles as planned. Have the children read the passage and spend a
few minutes working on the skit.
2) Pin the sash on the child who will play the role of Jesus, then have the
children present the skit.
3) Tell the group that its members should be ready to present it again during End
the Session.
Group 2: Humble Ways

1) Hand out the sheets with the activity and the pens or pencils.
2) Read and discuss the example given in the activity. Point out that humility is
not only about doing something to please someone. It is an attitude which
brings joy within us.
3) Encourage the children to complete the activity. As time allows, discuss some
of the responses and give guidance where necessary. Inform them that they
will be allowed to take it home for completion to be returned next week.
tSTEP 4: END THE SESSIONu

1) Reassemble the class singing, “My Best”.
2) Have Group 1 present their skit.
3) Ask a few members from Group 2 to share examples of how to be humble.
4) Hand out the remaining activity sheets to the Group 1 members for them to
complete at home.
5) Have the children read the Memory Verse from the Learner Guide.
6) Ask a volunteer to pray. Dismiss the class.
Older Children—BIBLE DISCOVERERS—Teacher Guide
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