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God Go With You, Stacy!
Unquestionably professional, would be an apt description of
former Beginner Editor, Stacy-Ann Anderson who left
Caribbean Christian Publications at the end March 2020.
Stacy who joined CCP in October 2006, served a successful
probation, and was appointed in January 2007. She served
diligently up to the time of her resignation. We will continue to
be admiring of her very strenuous efforts to meet all her targets
every quarter and without fail, achieved that goal. Sincerest
gratitude, Stacy, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, staff, volunteers
and customers across the region for your admirable tenure.

We
will miss
You!
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ASSUME THE ROLE, GOD WILL DO THE REST
Children’s rights and welfare are
usually promoted and celebrated
annually in the Caribbean and
worldwide (World Children’s Day).
Whatever name is used to refer to the
event, the intention is still the same—
to advocate for children and to raise
awareness about issues impacting
them. In some Caribbean countries,
the period is also customarily
observed under a special theme. In
2019, Belize’s theme was ‘Hug me,
Listen to me, Read with me, HELP ME
GROW!’; Bahamas’ theme was ‘Every
Child Safe, Every Community Aware:
No Excuse for Child Abuse’; Guyana’s
theme was ‘Promoting Social Change
to Stop the Violation of Children’ and
Jamaica’s theme was ‘Encourage,
Enable, Include Me’, to mention a few.
Similarly, a theme has been
selected for this Special Feature:
‘Assume the Role, God Will Do
the Rest’. For the month of May,
Sunday School teachers, parents and
adults are being challenged to actively
play a part in protecting children,
wherever and whomever they are.
Assuming a role requires and involves
approaching an area of need,
accepting responsibility, and taking
charge of a task. Every day we are
reminded that many of our children
are still being confronted with
profound challenges. There are issues
of child neglect, child labour, poverty,
child molestation, and gang-related
child recruitment.
There are numerous ways in
which people have tried to protect
children. Children have had the
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importance of being aware of their
surroundings explained to them.
Children have been warned about the
company they keep and the dangers of
speaking to strangers, both in person
and online. Parental control has been
set up on browsing websites. A safe
space has been created for children
to voice their frustration, concerns
and fears. All efforts may seem to be
in vain.
You may have said “I am doing
my part and it doesn’t seem to be
enough” or “I am just one person and
if everyone does his or her part we
may see a change”. You are correct.
Sometimes the “little” we do
seemingly has no great impact on the
lives of other. Yes, if we all decide to
become responsible for one child it
would make a difference.
Therefore, in keeping with the
theme, we are being encouraged to
assume the role of teacher, guardian,
caregiver, big brother/sister, mentor or
prayer mother/father. We should do all
that we can to protect our nation’s
children. God will do the rest. Psalm
127 (CEV) reminds us that “Children
are a blessing and a gift from the Lord.”
Let us treasure these gifts and
provide care, assistance, guidance,
correction and support, whenever the
opportunity arises and as God enables
us to do so.

I, ________________, commit to
assuming the role of _____________
in a child’s life for the month of May.
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MEET OUR WRITERS

JUNE

MAY

Joyce Graham - Jamaica
Joyce has vast experience in many areas of church life. She
has been a Christian for over 60 years. She is involved in the
Women’s Federation and the Missions and Hospitality
committees at the church where she has been a member for
most of her Christian life. Joyce led the Sunday School as
Superintendent. She taught Older Children for 10 years and her
experience with the group was an asset in writing lessons for that age
group. Mrs Graham is a retired teacher and lives in St Andrew.

Patrecia Palmer - Jamaica
Patrecia became a Christian in her teen years. She has been
a Sunday School teacher for over 40 years and is also a
member of her church choir. Her involvement in the CCP
curriculum development for Older Children has deepened
her appreciation for ministry in child evangelism. She
recognises the need for the lessons to be learning experiences
which will help the children to become more Christlike. Mrs Palmer is a
retired Guidance Counsellor and resides in the parish of St James.
CCP also acknowledges Duncan Neal - Belize who wrote the June 14th
lesson in this Unit.

AUGUST

JULY

Stephen Henry - Jamaica
Stephen who has been a Christian for over 20 years, is a
minister of religion. Pastor Henry is very passionate about
teaching and preaching God's Word, and is developing a
similar passion for writing for Older Children. He has said
that the writing experience has made him aware of the
importance of effective communication with different audiences.

Jacquelyn Williams-Argyle - The Bahamas
Jacquelyn has been a Christian for over 30 years and a
Sunday School teacher since her teenaged years. She has
been writing teacher and learner lessons for Older Children
since 2010 and has also written for Youth. Jacquelyn is an
educator with over 25 years of experience in her profession.
Jacquelyn serves in national and international organisations
which are involved in the spreading of the gospel. Mrs Williams-Argyle
lives in Freeport, Grand Bahama.

Thank you for your service to Christ and the children of the Caribbean through CCP.
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WEEKLY PLANNING CHECKLIST
Timely planning and preparation of the Sunday School lessons will provide
personal interaction with the lessons and help you to achieve the learner goals.
A checklist is a useful reminder as you plan your lessons weekly.
Here are some suggestions for you to incorporate in your weekly planning.
PERSONAL READINESS
r Always prayerfully seek the guidance of our Lord in your weekly
preparation. Remember, “He is the Potter, we are the clay”.
r Think about the lesson often and allow the Holy Spirit to use it to minister
to you.
r During the week, pray for the children in your class, especially for those
with special challenges.
r Make an honest response to the Reflection, provided at the end of the
Teacher Bible Study. How does the lesson apply to you?
r Remember to contact your absentees each week.
PREPARE THE LESSON
r Be sure to read the weekly Teacher Bible Study in your Teacher Guide.
It will help to bring focus to each lesson.
r Read the Bible Focus carefully. If possible, read it from several versions
of the Bible.
r Know the focus of the lesson. Ask yourself: What do I want the children
to say when parents ask, “What did you learn today?”
r Practise so that you can present the lesson in an interesting way.
r Read the Bible Story in the Learner Guide and plan how you will use it
in your presentation. It is always better not to read the lesson to the
children.
r Prepare the suggested visual aids as well as other appropriate learning
aids. Learning aids are effective in reaching the age group you teach.
r Study the Memory Verse for the week and prepare the activity you will
use to help the children to memorise it.
r Colour the Teaching Picture. Plan how you will incorporate it in the lesson.
GROUP ACTIVITIES
r Be sure to plan at least two Group Activities for each lesson.
r Provide enough material so that each child can participate and benefit.
TEACHING THE CLASS
r Observe the teaching steps in the Teacher Guide. Recognise the
uniqueness of each child and try your best to touch each life.
r Be mindful of children with undesirable behaviours; for example, “selfish
Sally” and “noisy Nathan”. You may be the person God will use to bring
about change in their life.
r Make sure you provide opportunities for Older Children to accept Christ,
as they respond to the lesson and the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
4
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Proverbs 25:28 CEV

Teaches Self Control
Matthew 4:1-11

Teaches Kindness
Luke 10:25-37

Psalm 86:5 NIV
You, LORD, are forgiving and good,
abounding in love to all who call to you.

Teaches Forgiveness
Luke 15:11-32

Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32 NIV

Losing self-control leaves you as helpless
as a city without a wall.

1 Corinthians 6:19 NIV
Do you not know that your bodies are
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God?

Lives in Us
Acts 3:1-10; 4:8-12

Unit Aim
The children will accept that they need to
have God’s Spirit within them in order to
think, speak and act as children of God.

Unit Central Truth
The gift of God’s Spirit is available to
everyone. He empowers human beings
to please God in thought, word and deed.

The May Unit focuses on the Holy Spirit
as a gift and also on two aspects of the
Fruit of the Holy Spirit. The children will
learn that when a person becomes a
follower of Christ, God sends His Spirit
to live within that person. Living within
the person, the Holy Spirit empowers
him or her to speak and act in ways
which are pleasing to God. The children
will also learn that no one can please
God without having the Holy Spirit. The
aspects of the “Fruit of the Spirit” about
which the children will learn are:
forgiveness and self-control.

Joel 2:28-29 NIV

God’s Gift for All
Joel 2:28-31; Acts 2:1-8;
Romans 8:9-14
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.Your
sons and daughters will prophesy, your old
men will dream dreams, your young men will
see visions. Even on my servants, both men and
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.

Unit Description

Memory Verse

Session Title & Bible Focus

MAY UNIT OVERVIEW: THE HOLY SPIRIT

eacher Bible Study

May 3, 2020

Unit 1: THE HOLY SPIRIT
Lesson 1:

God’s Gift for All

Bible Focus: Joel 2:28-31; Acts 2:1-8; Romans 8:9-14
Memory Verse: I will pour out my Spirit on all people.Your sons and daughters
will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even
on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
Joel 2:28-29 NIV
Central Truth: God’s Spirit is available to everyone.
The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in
the world. According to J. J. Given, in
The Pulpit Commentary, “In Old
Testament times, communication by
God’s Spirit was restricted in quantity
and number of recipients. The former
was comparatively scanty and the latter
few” (p. 27). It was against that
background, that Joel, an Old Testament
prophet, prophesied that after a certain
time, God would pour out His Spirit
upon all humankind.
Joel prophesied that the Lord would
pour out His Spirit in abundance, not on
selected individuals for a particular task,
but on believers, young and old, male
and female alike, regardless of their
status. It would be a time of renewed
spiritual activity, prophesying, dreams
and visions.
The prophecy reflects an imagery of
God’s Spirit being a gift, free to all who
will accept. It was this Gift about whom
Paul said, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”
(Gal. 3:28 NIV).
The fulfilment of the promise of the
Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:1-8). The disciples were together
6

when the Spirit descended. Wind and fire
accompanied the Spirit; the wind filling
the house and tongues of fire sat on the
heads of the disciples (v. 3). Two things
happened to the disciples on the Day of
Pentecost—they were filled with the
Holy Spirit and they began to talk in
other languages. Of significance is that
Jews of different nationalities, who had
gathered in Jerusalem, heard the
disciples speaking their languages.
What happened on the Day of
Pentecost makes it possible for
everyone to experience the Holy Spirit.
In Romans 8:9-14, Paul teaches the
following functions of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit 1) enables us to identify
with Christ (v. 9); 2) makes immortality
possible (v. 11); 3) makes living an
obedient Christian life possible (v. 13)
and 4) leads and motivates all God’s
children (v. 14).
In short, the Holy Spirit, also called
the Spirit of Christ, is the Person Who
transforms each of us to become a
Christian, a Spirit-led follower of Jesus
Christ and child of God.
REFLECTION: Gentle Saviour, please
fill me with your Spirit and abide with me
always.
Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Prepare the Lesson
Aim:
Older Children will understand that
the Holy Spirit is available to them.

tLARGE GROUP STUDYu

4Plan to make a Unit Poster. Divide a
poster board into four parts, one part
for each lesson in the Unit.
4Write the Unit Title at the top of the
poster board.
4Write the Lesson Titles, Bible Focus
passages and Memory Verses for the
Unit in the appropriate sections on the
poster board.
4Plan to highlight the following Key
Points as you teach the lesson:
FThe Holy Spirit is God’s presence.
We cannot touch nor see The Holy
Spirit but His presence is real. We
may compare the Holy Spirit to wind
which is invisible but we can feel its
force.
FWhen the Holy Spirit comes to live
in you, you feel empowered to do the
things God wants you to do.
F Without the power of the Holy
Spirit, people cannot do the things
that God wants them to do.
F The Holy Spirit is available to
everyone.
4Obtain a radio to use as an object in
demonstrating the presence and power
of the Holy Spirit. Alternatively, obtain
a magnet and pins to show how the
magnet holds the pins, even though
the force cannot be seen.
4Write the Memory Verse on a chart
for display in your class area. Plan to
teach the Memory Verse using the
Older Children—BIBLE DISCOVERERS—Teacher Guide

Pass the Ball activity. Provide a ball.
4Prepare a chart with the words of
the song, “Holy Spirit Rain Down”.
Obtain a CD with the song, or search
for it online.
4Colour the Teaching Picture. How
will you use it?
tSMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: “ The Holy Spirit is like a...”

4Collect pencils, crayons, markers and
plain paper for the students.
4Prepare to have the children draw
pictures which show their own
understanding of the Holy Spirit. In
one sentence, have them explain why
the drawing represents the Holy Spirit.
Some suggestions are:
A television, radio, a battery, the wind
Group 2: The Coming of the Spirit

4The children will write three short
messages about the Holy Spirit. They
should tell the following:
1) Joel’s message (the Memory Verse)
2)What happened on the Day of
Pentecost
3) Why people need the Holy Spirit
4Use construction paper to make a
sample hand-speaker. Write on it “The
Holy Spirit Is God’s Gift to All”.
4Provide construction paper and glue
for the group to use to make other
hand-speakers.
4Have the group present their activity
during End the Session. They will
announce the messages to the large
group.
7

Teach the Lesson
tSTEP 1: START OFFu

•Place the Unit Poster at a focal point. Welcome everyone. Have visitors
introduce themselves. Encourage them to return. •Teach the song, “Holy Spirit,
Rain Down”. Lead the opening prayer.
tSTEP 2: LARGE GROUP STUDYu

•Make sure the radio is unpowered. Ask a child to press the ‘On’ button. Let the
children tell why the instrument will not play. They will recognise the absence of
electrical power flowing to the equipment. •Introduce the Unit Title. Point out
that the Holy Spirit is God’s presence which we cannot see but we know He is
real, just like the electrical power which we cannot see. Point out, too, that we
cannot do the things which please God unless we are guided by the Holy Spirit.
•Say: The lesson today shows that the Holy Spirit is for anyone who is willing to
receive Him. •Point to the Lesson Title and the Bible Focus on the Unit Poster..
The Promise of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-31) – Have the children find the text.
Discuss Joel’s message. Point out that according to the message, the Holy Spirit
is available to anyone who would receive Him. The Promise Fulfilled (Acts 2:
1-8) – Have the children find the text. Tell the story. Use the Teaching Picture as
a visual as you tell the story. What the Holy Spirit Does (Romans 8:9-14) –
Have the children find the text. Explain verses 9, 11, 13 and 14. •Discuss the Key
Points listed on page 7. •Teach the Memory Verse.
tSTEP 3: SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: “ The Holy Spirit is like a ...”

1) Remind the group of the introductory activity. Now, power the instrument and
ask a child to press the ‘On’ button. Let a child explain why the instrument
works. Make a comparison between the electrical power and the Holy Spirit.
2) Suggest other comparisons. Ask the children to draw a picture which will help
them to understand what the Holy Spirit is like.
3) Hand out the material.
Group 2: The Coming of the Spirit

1) Proceed with the suggestions for this activity on page 7.
tSTEP 4: END THE SESSIONu

1) As the children reassemble, sing again “Holy Spirit Rain Down”.
2) Have the children in Group 1, hold up their pictures for everyone to see.
3) Have Group 2 broadcast the messages.
4) Remind the children that they, too, need the Holy Spirit to help them to do what
pleases God.
5) Lead the closing prayer. Dismiss the class.
8
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eacher Bible Study

May 10, 2020

Unit 1: THE HOLY SPIRIT
Lesson 2: Lives in Us
Bible Focus: Acts 3:1-10; 4:8-12
Memory Verse: Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? 1 Corinthians 6:19 NIV
Central Truth: The Holy Spirit lives within us and by His power we are
able to do what God wants us to do.
When a person becomes a follower of
Christ, he or she receives “the gift of the
Holy Spirit ”. The gift is the Holy Spirit
Himself. In John 20: 22, we learn that
Jesus said to His apostles, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.” That indicates that the
person gains possession of the Holy
Spirit; put another way, the Holy Spirit
dwells in the receiver.
Peter and John were going about their
religious routine. They were going up to
the Temple. A lame man stopped them on
their way and asked them for money.
Peter looked at him and said, “Silver or
gold I do not have, but what I do have I give
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
walk” (Acts 3:6 NIV). Peter held the
man’s right hand and the lame man went
with them into the Temple, walking and
leaping and praising God.
“What I do have”. What did Peter
have? This miracle is an indication of the
power of God at work. Peter was able to
command the lame man to walk on the
authority of the Holy Spirit within him
and to which the lame man was also
subjected. The power to work miracles
was proof that the apostles had inherited
the authority of God. Peter clearly
indicated his authority by saying, “ In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth …”. Peter
was a vessel empowered by the Spirit
Older Children—BIBLE DISCOVERERS—Teacher Guide

of Christ. At first, the beggar was
disappointed when Peter said he had no
money. The man, however, received
Peter’s offer of a greater gift, that of
complete healing through the power of
Jesus Christ. Peter commanded the man
to walk, and instantly, the man’s feet and
ankle bones were strengthened.
Peter is emphatically described as
being “Filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts
4:8). The writer associated Peter’s action
with the presence of the Holy Spirit
within him. In addressing the rulers and
elders, Peter himself limited his abilities
by indicating that he was standing before
them with the power of someone greater
and beyond himself. This was the power
of the indwelling Spirit of Almighty God.
The Holy Spirit is available to all
God’s children. This means they need not
live substandard lives, lacking in
spiritual power. All of us were not given
the gift of healing, but we all should
reflect the Holy Spirit living in us
(Galatians 5:22-23).

REFLECTION: Gracious Spirit, dwell
within me; I myself would holy be;
separate from sin I would choose and
cherish all things good.
(T. T. Lynch, 1818-1871)
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Prepare the Lesson
Aim:
For Older Children to develop the
desire for the Holy Spirit to live in
them and to be guided thereby.

4Colour the Teaching Picture. You may
also frame it with construction paper to
make it attractive. Plan to use the
Teaching Picture during your discussion
of the Bible Story.

tLARGE GROUP STUDYu

tSMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

4On flashcards, write words which
describe the life of a Christian.
Examples include: Christlike, joyful,
satisfied, spirit-filled.
4Plan to highlight the following Key
Points as you present the lesson:

4Plan to give each child a strip of
construction paper. Each child will
write on the strip, one thought or
behaviour which will help to make
his or her life clean so that the Holy
Spirit will be pleased to live in him or
her. Listed below are some ideas.

FWhen we receive Christ as Saviour, God

sends His Spirit to live in our heart. Our
body becomes the temple of the Holy
Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16).
F The Spirit becomes God’s presence
within us (John 14:16-17).
FGod’s Spirit is also called the Holy
Spirit.
FNo one can be a Christian without the
help of the Holy Spirit.
FThe Holy Spirit helps us to understand
God’s truth as we conduct ourselves in
Christlikeness (1 Corinthians 2:12-13).

4Plan to explain simply, that the Holy
Spirit is the third Person in the Trinity.
4For the Key Points with Bible
references; write each reference on a
strip of construction paper. If possible,
assign these to children before Sunday,
or as soon as they arrive on Sunday.
4Plan to teach the Memory Verse by a
Repetition activity.
4Have the children sing the prayer
chorus below, “Enter My Chamber”.
Enter My Chamber
Enter my chamber, be free Holy Spirit.
Speak to me gently, as I close door.
Heavenly Lover, Let Thy presence hover.
Shekinah, unending is all I long for.
10

Group 1: Clean Thoughts

1) Constantly thinking about God’s love
2) Not thinking evil of others
3) Thinking of how to be Christlike
4) Ask: Is the Holy Spirit pleased about
what I am thinking?
Group 2: Clean Behaviours

1)Not starting fights
2)Being truthful
3)Being willing to attend Sunday School
4)Praying every day
5)Reading my Bible regularly
4Plan to point out that it is very
important for every boy and girl to
know the Holy Spirit and to desire to
please Him in words, deeds and
thoughts.
4Remind the children they are not too
young to receive the Holy Spirit.
4Provide sufficient pencils or pens.

Caribbean Bible Lessons—The Living the Word Series

Teach the Lesson
tSTEP 1: START OFFu

•As soon as the children settle down, pretend you are talking to yourself. Say:
Okay, first I will shut off this music. I think God is disappointed that I am listening
to it. Pretend to shut off music. Say: Now, I’ve got to turn this show off. Especially
with the Holy Spirit here, I know I shouldn’t be watching it. Pretend to turn off
the TV. Scurry around, picking things up. Say: I guess my life needs to be cleaned
up. There seems to be a lot of sin here. Having you, Holy Spirit, makes me want to
hide my sin. You see and know everything.
tSTEP 2: LARGE GROUP STUDYu

• Teach the Memory Verse. •Using the flashcards, introduce and discuss joyful,
satisfied and spirit-filled, showing that they describe the life of a Christian. •Tell
the Bible Story in Acts 3:1-10. Have the class read verse 6 together. Ask: What
did Peter have? Point out that it was by the power of the Holy Spirit (taught last
week), that Peter was able to heal the lame beggar. •Show and discuss the
Teaching Picture. •Have the children find Acts 4 and read verses 8-12. Ask:
What do we learn from verse 8? Answer: Peter had the Holy Spirit within him.
•Teach the Key Points noted on page 10. As you do so, have the children you
assigned before, read the references which support the points. •Use the following
to introduce the Group Activities. Say: When we know that the Holy Spirit lives
in us we should not do things which will displease or disappoint Him. We should
do only those things which keep our life clean because we want the Holy Spirit to
remain with us.
tSTEP 3: SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIESu

Group 1: Clean Thoughts
Group 2: Clean Behaviours
1) Distribute the strips of paper and pens or pencils.
2) Explain the activities; then allow the children to complete them.
tSTEP 4: END THE SESSIONu

1) Have the children repeat the Memory Verse. Sing “Enter My Chamber”.
2) Have the groups share what they did in Small Group Learning Activities.
3) Encourage the children to behave in ways which will please the Holy Spirit
at all times. Teach them that the Holy Spirit is a Friend and Comforter Whom
all of God’s children need to have.
4) Encourage silent prayers. Do not tell the children for what they should pray.
Pray silently also, that the children will listen to the Holy Spirit prompting
them with what to say.
5) Dismiss the class.
Older Children—BIBLE DISCOVERERS—Teacher Guide
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