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A loved one who resides in another 
Caribbean territory indicated a few 
days ago that during the current  
Advent season, her church has been 

carolling at various points in the community. It is quite              
imaginable that older folk in the community might be quite 
thrilled and nostalgic at the ‘re-birth’ of a once common 
feature of Christmas. The young people might be curious, 
faintly amused or thoroughly intrigued by this ‘live’ show. 
Quite co-incidentally, a well-known banking institution here 
in Jamaica, recently treated its customers to a                      
rollicking junkanoo band which entertained those                       
conducting business in the banking hall.  Here again was 
being demonstrated, a feature of ole’ time Christmas in the 
island.  
 

Decades ago,  church groups commonly went a’carollin’.  
Junkanoo bands were a holiday feature, especially at  
Christmas; unwittingly terrifying babies and children but 
bringing joy and excitement to adults who sometimes 
joined in the revelry. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

In recent times,  a number of persons have been expressing 

to us at CCP, their recommendations for feature articles and 

lesson topics which they think we should carry more of, in 

the various issues of Caribbean Bible lessons.  

They worry about the fall off in Christian commitment; 
sheep stealing; some believers’ inability to cope with eve-
ryday challenges and so forth. They firmly believe that the 
Sunday School is one of the primary places to attack these 
issues, through the literature in use. We firmly agree and 
we usually counter  by saying that while we may not carry 
enough on these topics and issues, we do focus on them 
as we develop the lessons. We seek to bring Scripture     
centre stage, so as to respond to current realities in the 
life of users of the material. We are mindful that, like           
Jonkanoo bands and street carolling which are fighting for 
a place of relevance, the church is also in a life and death 
struggle and must continue to speak and live out God’s 
truth in the present  milieu.  
 

CCP continues to identify and use the tried as well as new 
methodologies in the development of the lessons as we 
confront present-day challenges. At the same time, we are 
well aware that some believers are ‘sparsely rooted’ in 
important mores and norms and will go searching for 
something more than they think (their) church is offering.  
  

So as the old year ends and a new one looms, we laud all 
church and Sunday School workers. Thank you for your 
ministry. We implore you to continue to be enthusiastic 
partners with Christ. Be deliberate in planning, prayerfully 
and humbly  offering your service. 
                                                                                

Richest blessings for 2016. Beryl Roper 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016 

Welcome New Users! 

 
We deeply appreciate all users of Caribbean 
Bible Lessons and we are always happy when 

more users come onboard.  
                                                                                                

St. Kitts  - Bethseda Moravian Church 

 
Jamaica  - Temple Hall Menonite Church 

                  Praise Temple 

                  Brainerd Apostolic Assembly 

                  Albion New Testament Church of God 

 

A warm welcome to our new friends! 

 To download the lapathon registration form, go 

to  http://www.ccpcbf.org/lapathon-2016.html  

Forms must be returned by March 11, 2016. Please 

note that Emancipation Park rules do not allow            

collection of fees on the premises so registration must 

be completed by the deadline.  

 From the Director’s Desk 

Junkanoo Bands and Other  

 ‘Objects of Curiosity’ 

                              Dear Friends of CCP,                                                                                           

As we approach the close of another year, we marvel at the good things God has done for us at 
CCP. We are delighted that you have again chosen us as your premier provider of  Sunday School 
and VBS literature and we look forward to your continued support in 2016  and onwards.   

We wish for you a happy and holy Christmas season. 

The CCP Team: L-R :  Sheryl Ward-Bradshaw (Marketing), Erica James-King (Asst Director/Adult Editor),                        
Beryl Roper (Director), Derri-Ann Palmer (Youth Editor), Stacy Anderson (Beginner Editor),                                                 
Madgria Lodge (Administrator),  Joan Blackwood (Accounts), Tamara Francis (Younger Children Editor), 
Front: Sean-Paul  Demercado (Caretaker/Driver)  

 

 Teacher Packets for Beginners, Younger Children, Older 

Children, and Youth  

 Leader packet which includes the Joint Worship Guide and  

pointers for the director or principal of the school 

 Learner leaflets 

 Music CD 

 Attendance Certificates 

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccpcbf.org%2Flapathon-2015.html&h=bAQFvmtWi


 

Forty plus years ago, a vision that was to challenge and 

change the lives of thousands of Caribbean children, 

youth and adults began to take shape. It was earlier, in 

1972, that the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship (CBF), then 

newly-formed, determined to pursue the production of 

Caribbean-oriented Bible lessons. This young, energetic 

and visionary organisation enlisted the Reverend                

Samuel Vernon, a Jamaican pastor of Panamanian back-

ground, then serving in Trinidad and Tobago to chair an 

editorial-administration committee, tasked to give shape 

to the idea of a home-grown  Sunday School literature 

ministry.  

 

Out of the committee’s                    

recommendations a decision was 

made for the setting up of an 

editorial office in Jamaica.  This 

was achieved in 1975 with fund-

ing and human resource support 

from the Foreign Mission Board 

(FMB) of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. Many of their                 

missioners serving in region gave 

keen support to the project. The 

FMB’s senior missionary for the               

Caribbean, Dr William Graves, 

with the help of FMB’s area            

leaders Charles Bryan and              

Don Kammerdiener helped            

significantly.  
 

 

Part of the help also came from Rev. and Mrs Clifford 
Graham, Christian Education missioners of the FMB who 
were transferred to Jamaica from Guyana to initiate               
literature production under the guidance of a core                
committee.  
 

The core committee was headed by Roderick Karl James 
who was named to work with the Grahams to identify 
writers and editors. Among the first writers-editors were 
Mrs. Linett Edgar (Younger Children), Mrs. Pat Morgan 
(Older Children), Ms. Grace Walker (Youth) Ms. Phyliss 
McCoy and (Rev.) Arthur Edgar (Adult), then Principal of 
Calabar and not yet an ordained minister.  

   

 Rev. Mr. Graham soon suffered ill-health and with his 

wife returned to the USA 

where they  continued to work 

with others at the  Baptist                     

Publishing House in El Paso,  

Texas in preparing the               

Sunday School material. Betty 

Alice Carrol who had served in 

Jamaica was responsible for 

type-setting, proofing, printing 

and shipping back the lesson 

guides to Jamaica. It was 

cheaper and easier to ship 

from the USA to various parts 

of the Caribbean. Meanwhile, 

users were being identified 

through the tireless efforts of 

Rev. Sam Vernon, Clifford             

Graham, and Melvin Smith of 

the  Bahamas, among  others.  

 

The first phase of the development of Caribbean Bible 

Lessons spanned  1976 - 1980. The effort was spear-

headed by Dr. Morris Wright, former Christian   Education 

missionary to Japan and a curriculum developer, who was 

appointed as project director in 1976. An exciting new 

era in the development of Caribbean Sunday School                 

literature had begun.                          

 

To be continued in the next issue 

Part of the Editorial-Administrative Committee, CBF that met 
in  Kingston, Jamaica, November 1975.   Rev. S. H. Vernon 

( right, first row) was chairman of the committee. 

Erica James-King, a devout          

Christian who is passionate 

about serving God, joined 

CCP in January 2014 as the 

Assistant Director and Editor 

of Adult  Publications. She 

has worked in several areas 

including journalism and 

communications.  Erica has 

been recognized for excellence in  journalism by various 

national and international organizations. She is also a 

member of the Press Association of Jamaica. 
 

Erica’s Christian service includes volunteering with the 

Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU) as Chairman of the Print 

Media Committee, Editor of the Jamaica Baptist                      

Reporter and as member of several other committees. 

Erica is actively involved in the New Haven Baptist 

Church in St. Andrew, Jamaica, where she serves in               

several ministries including Sunday School, as Superin-

tendent, and in Mission & Evangelism.  
 

During 2013, Sister Erica felt God’s increasing call on her 

life to be “a missionary of the Word” by going into                  

full-time Christian communication.  Through prayer, 

fasting and seeking the Lord’s will, she knew without a 

doubt, that joining CCP is what God wanted her to do. 

“Many persons who are close to me, did not understand 

why I would want to leave the corporate world to go 

into fulltime service for the Lord. Some thought and still 

think I was being a  fanatic for God and irrational in            

making that decision. I don’t mind being a fanatic for 

God, because God deserves our priority attention and 

our best service,“ Erica says. 
 

Editing the Adult Caribbean Bible Lessons (CBL) and                       

co-ordinating training  workshops are two of Erica’s   

responsibilities. “Working at CCP is a vocation which I 

take seriously. I know God requires my faithfulness to 

Him and where the Lord calls, He leads and  empowers.” 

One of Erica’s favourite Bible verses is Jeremiah 1:4-5, 

because it keeps her focused on the role she should play 

in reaching out to others: The word of the Lord came to 

me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 

you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed 

you as a prophet to the nations”.  
 

Erica’s  hobbies include: poetry and other forms of                

creative writing, volunteering at Children’s Homes and 

institutions for the elderly, adventure sports, drama and 

reading . 

 

 
CCP Writers Conference 2015, a residential                        

conference, ran from Saturday August 8 to Saturday     

August 15 at the Mount Calvary Retreat Centre in    

Mandeville, Jamaica. There were over twenty-four             

participants including writers, editors and contributing 

editors from across the Caribbean, Central America and 

North America who came together to write and review 

Sunday School teacher and learner lesson guides for 

adults and youth for the 2016-2017 period. The                     

conferees hailed from the Bahamas, Grenada, Guyana, 

Jamaica, Panama and United States of America . 

 

Please pray for our writers and editors as they continue 

to prepare the new Youth and Adult curriculum for the 

next four years. 

 Staff  Profile 

Writers Conference 2015 

Caribbean Bible Lessons Turn 40! 

Attendees at Mount Calvary Retreat Centre, Mandeville 

Jamaica during Writers conference 2015 .  
Cover of one of the first 

Learner Guides 
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