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Special Recognition !
Caribbean Christian Publications expresses appreciation to the
following persons for their contribution to this issue of the
Caribbean Bible Lessons Bible Leaders Teacher and Learner Guides:
Curriculum Developers: Dr the Reverend Alison Iton, Erica James King, Le-Anne Roper, and Gay Ward Foster.
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God is Calling Me!

UNIT ONE:

January 5, 2020

Lesson One

Called for a Purpose
BIBLE FOCUS
Genesis 12:1-5; Jeremiah 1:1-10

KEY VERSE
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your
people and your father’s household to the land I will show
you.”
– Genesis 12:1 NIV

BIBLE TRUTH
God calls you into a close relationship with Him and to live a life
which honours Him always.

LIFE QUESTION
How do I know that God is calling me?

THAT’S LIFE

Picture credit:
https://www.pinterest.com

“It’s from our church. We’ve been called for active duty.”
What are some possible reasons for the reaction of this Christian couple? How would you use the Bible to encourage them?
ADULT—BIBLE LEADERS—Learner Guide
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH?
The month of January brings with it a sense of newness.
Resolutions are made or new goals are set. Sadly, for many, the
newness soon wears off, and commitments are forgotten.
This is the first lesson in a month-long Unit, which seeks to
increase our awareness of God’s call on each of us to live for Him
diligently this January, this year and always. The Unit’s focus is also
on spiritual renewal and recommitment to God.

1. Called to a Godly, Set-apart Lifestyle – Genesis 12:1-5
Have you ever been tasked with something that you felt you
were too old to do? Or maybe you considered it too difficult?
For sure, not many persons are interested in making any drastic
changes in their lives at the age of seventy-five years. Yet that is
exactly what Abram did, and without question. In so doing, he
honoured God and was rewarded for his obedience and faith.
The Scripture passage, Genesis 12:1-5, shares the story of
Abram’s call and response to God. In the previous chapter, we
learn that Abram’s father Terah had settled in the land of Haran
(Genesis 11:31), after leaving Ur of the Chaldees. Some Bible
commentators believe that this was a place of great idolatry and
disregard for God. God called Abram to leave his place of surety,
his people, his social standing, his property and other
possessions to go to an unknown land. God asked Abram to leave
the people that he knew, and He promised to make him a leader of
another nation. Abram went from the known to the unknown.
The Bible does not record any hesitation from Abram. He
chose to obey God (vv. 4-5). For him, God’s command required
no questions, no explanations, and no excuses. It was a turning
point in his life, where he closed the chapter on his old life, and
began a new life of faith and trust in God. Through his obedience and faith in God, Abram became the pioneer of faith for
his family, for the people of Israel and for Christians for generations to come. The “unknown” land to which Abram was going
was the land of Canaan, to the Israelites known as “The Promised
Land”, a land promised to him and his descendants by God. At
that time, Abram was childless; his wife Sarah was unable to have
children. Yet he did not question God. In time, Sarah bore a son
when he was ninety-nine years old. God changed his name from
Abram, meaning “exalted father” to Abraham, which means
“father of many nations” (Genesis 17:5).
Abram trusted his future and that of his family to God’s
hands, and God kept His promise to him. His age did not hinder
his devotion to God. How willing are you to answer God’s call to
live a godly, sanctified lifestyle?
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2. Called to Be God’s Spokesperson – Jeremiah 1:1-8
God called Jeremiah to be prophet, at the age of seventeen.
Jeremiah was called to be God’s spokesman in the southern kingdom of Israel, Judah, and to other nations. The call is affirmed in
verse 5, where God informs the young Jeremiah of four elements of
his selection: 1) “I formed you” NIV; 2) “I knew you” NIV; 3) “I set you
apart” NIV(“I sanctified you” TLB); 4) “I appointed you as a prophet”
NIV (“I ordained thee a prophet” KJV; “I...appointed you as my
spokesman” TLB). God demonstrated His care in preparing Jeremiah for the task to which he was being called.
Jeremiah came from a family of priests, and it is likely that he
expected to continue that tradition. The priests served in the temple,
while the prophet’s responsibility was to declare the Word of the Lord
to His people wherever he was sent. A priest was usually respected
and loved by the people, and held in high esteem. In contrast, prophets were vulnerable to disrespect, abuse, ridicule and persecutions, and they were often itinerant in nature.
The possibility of being a prophet was obviously a frightening vocation for Jeremiah. Verses 6 to 8 show that, unlike Abram, Jeremiah had major concerns about God’s call. His use of the word, “alas”
(v. 6), emphasized his concern and bewilderment at God’s call. The
King James Version (KJV) Dictionary defines, “alas”, as an exclamation expressive of sorrow, grief, pity, concern, or an apprehension
of evil. Jeremiah used his youthfulness as an excuse for not wanting
to answer God’s call. As a young man, he thought he might not say
the right things or be articulate enough (v. 6). God tried to allay
Jeremiah’s concerns by assuring Jeremiah that (v. 8): 1) He would tell
him what to say. 2) He would be with Jeremiah to protect him.
God gave Jeremiah the same assurance that He gives to all
believers who respond positively to His call to declare His message
and serve Him loyally. That assurance is the promise of His presence,
Word and protection always.

3. Called and Equipped by God for Service – Jeremiah 1:9-10
God knew Jeremiah’s fears. God’s assurance in words in the
previous Scripture passage (v. 8), moved to assurance in immediate
action when He touched Jeremiah’s mouth (v. 9). He anointed Jeremiah’s mouth and assured him that the words he would now speak
would no longer be his own. God placed His words in Jeremiah’s
mouth. He also gave Jeremiah spiritual authority to uproot, tear
down, destroy and overthrow evil. Additionally, God gave Jeremiah
the task and power to plant and nurture seeds of God’s principles
and teachings in the spiritual life of individuals and nations (v. 10).

Reality Check
For what tasks is God calling you? God calls people of all ages to
surrender to Him, live for Him, be His spokespersons and to work in His
Kingdom. He will equip you. Prayerfully consider your response to God’s call.
ADULT—BIBLE LEADERS—Learner Guide
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Lesson Two

Called to Serve
BIBLE FOCUS
1 Samuel 3:1-21; Genesis 6:12-19; 8:1-3; 9:15-16

KEY VERSE
The Lord came and stood there, calling as the other times,
“Samuel! Samuel!’ Then Samuel said, “Speak LORD for your
servant is listening”.
– 1 Samuel 3:10 NIV

BIBLE TRUTH
I will listen and respond to God with loyal, selfless service, if
God is the priority in my life.

LIFE QUESTION
How have you responded to God’s call for faithful, selfless
service to He and His Kingdom?

THAT’S LIFE
Use Me
Chorus:
If You can use anything Lord
You can use me
If You can use anything Lord
You can use me
Take my hands, Lord and
my feet
Touch my heart, Lord and speak
through me
If You can use anything Lord
You can use me.
Lord, You called Moses from
the wilderness and You put a
rod in his hand
You used him to lead Your
people over to the
Promised Land
8

Lord, I'm willing to trust in You
so take my life Lord and
use it too
Yes, if You can use anything
Lord come on and use me.
When David fought Goliath and
that mighty giant fell
He proved to his people that
God was alive in Israel
Lord, I’m available to You,
and I’m waiting to be used
If You can use anything Lord
You can use me.
© Dewitt Jones and Ron Kenoly, 1993, Use
Me, Album:God is Able, Deinde Music/
Integrity’s Praise! Music/BMI, ASCAP.

Is this song reflective of
your response to God’s call
for you to engage in His
faithful service? Why?
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH?

We must be in an intimate relationship with God if we want to
hear His voice. Additionally, we must be ready to follow His
instructions despite any repercussions.
Just as listening and responding are critical to the effective
functioning of our relationships with others, so it is with our
relationship with God, our Heavenly Father. God calls each of us to
serve Him devotedly in numerous roles,
as we expand His Kingdom on Earth.

1. Called to Give Hope and Build – Genesis 6:12-19;
8:1-3; 9:15-16
God’s call to Noah came amidst the great wickedness of
humankind, and God’s intention to destroy the world. The verses
preceding Genesis 6:12-19, tell of the rampant sinfulness on the
Earth.That evil included: sexual immorality (v. 2), demonic activity
(v. 20), persistent wickedness in the heart of humankind (v.5), and
the prevalence of corruption and violence in general (v. 11). God
was grieved by the people’s behaviour and determined to destroy the world. During this wicked and distressing time, there
lived the only godly man at that time, Noah. God shared His plan
with Noah, who was devoted to Him (vv. 8-9), and He called
Noah into service.
God directed Noah to make an Ark. This would be the place
of safety for him and his family, as well as anyone who chose to
heed his warnings about the impending danger. The Ark would
also be a safe haven for a pair of animals of each species as God
directed. Noah was also tasked with preaching the message to
the people. God’s prophet must always offer a message of hope
and a way of escape from coming danger. In Noah’s day, the
people would eventually disregard this message. God made a
covenant with Noah that He would keep Noah and his family
safe (6:17-18), when He would use the floodwaters to punish
those who were evil. So, God sent a flood for 40 days and only
Noah, his family and the animals in the Ark, were saved. The rain
stopped, and the floodwaters on the land receded after 150
days (Genesis 8:1-3). Noah and his family and all the animals
were safe. This shows that even though we may not understand
God’s purpose, when we trust Him and serve Him in the roles in
which He has called us to serve, He will always take care of us.
After the flood, God made a covenant with Noah and all living
things that He would not use a flood again to destroy them and their
descendants and the Earth. The rainbow is the sign of the Noahic
Covenant. God always keeps His promise. He kept it to Noah; He will
keep it to faithful Christians today, who, regardless of their circumstances, will answer His call to serve Him and give hope to others.
ADULT—BIBLE LEADERS—Learner Guide
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2. Called to Declare God’s Word – 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Samuel, the son who was the miraculous answer to the prayers
of his infertile mother, Hannah (1 Samuel 1:10-11), was reared in the
temple and mentored by Eli the high priest. He grew under the
teachings of Eli and his conduct pleased God. He assisted Eli, who
had a visual disability. God called Samuel to carry out prophetic
duties. Samuel’s call came at a time when there was minimal prophetic vision or revelation of the Word of the LORD to the people
(1 Samuel 3:1).
Having never been exposed to the call of God, Samuel ran to Eli,
thinking that it was he who called. Eli told Samuel that he did not call
him and sent him back to lie down. This happened on two other
occasions. Eli realized that God was calling Samuel and advised him
how to respond to the voice of God. God then appeared and called
out to Samuel again. This time, Samuel responded as directed by Eli,
“Speak LORD for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).
Why did God call the child Samuel and not Eli, who was far older
and more experienced than Samuel? Samuel was willing to serve
God and the people of God humbly and loyally. His act of repeatedly
running to Eli confirmed that. Additionally, God has the divine right
to choose whom He will for service. God is no respecter of age. What
He desires is humble, faithful and loyal commitment from us to His
call and His service. How will you carry out the responsibility that God
has given you to declare His Word wherever you go?

3. Called to Serve with Integrity; Boldness – 1 Samuel 3:11-21
Unlike Samuel, Eli’s sons were lacking in holy character and integrity. They had greatly displeased God with their sinful, disrespectful
behaviour in the temple. Yahweh told Samuel that he would punish the
family of Eli because of the sons’ rebellious behaviour towards Him
(God), and Eli’s refusal to discipline them. It must have been difficult for
Samuel to receive this message of doom about the future of his mentor
Eli. The following morning, Samuel did not go directly to Eli with the
message but went about his chores as usual. He was afraid of how Eli
would react to the message (v. 15). However, Eli encouraged Samuel
to be courageous in sharing the message and Eli resigned himself to
accept the Will of the Lord.
It is clear that Samuel grew in boldness in declaring God’s Word
and in sharing in other ways in serving God in and outside of the
temple. As a result, Samuel was known and respected all over Israel, as
God’s dedicated messenger (vv. 19-21). This is evidence of the
blessings that Samuel received as a result of his faithful obedience to
devote His life to God and to serve as God’s prophet.

Reality Check

What is the nature of your service to God? How have you forsaken
your own desires and accepted God’s desires for your life? Are you ready
to obey God’s call to serve Him, even if it hurts someone that you love
and trust? Commit to acts of sacrificial service for the Lord.
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